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ADVENTURES 

Will. RAMBLE, Es<i. 

IT^— iP— — 1 

CHAP. L 



THE world is the great fcenc 
of life, through^' which we arc 
to fcramble; of courfe the know- 
ledge of that world, is the beft fci- 
ence we can learn; but open as it 
is to the view of every man, Ipread 
Vql. lb as 
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as the volume is before us, it is 
not every one that can read, and 
fewer there are, that as they read can 
underftand. 

Novels have been introduced to 
delineate and depidl this fcene, and 
charadlers have been drawn to fhew 
the manners and difpofition of the 
peoplej; but they have in general 
been fo ill penned, as to deftroy 
the very end they aimed at. The 
charadters^ they have exhibited, have 
been fo deformed, as to bear no 
refcmblance to nature; the traits 
of life have been fo exaggerated, 
and the truth of things fo mafked, 
as to deceive the reader, inftead of 

informing 
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informing him; and the duUnefs and 
infipidity of modern novels have been 
fuch, as to difguft and tire him, be- 
fore he has got half way through 
them. There are but few men capa- 
ble of painting life as it is, thofe 
only who have travelled on, for a 
number of years, through the vari- 
ous fcenes of it, and made obferva- 
tions as they paffed; and even thefe 
without the happy art of drawing 
charadlers to the life, making a pro- 
per feledtion of them, and bringing 
them in properly to their aid, can nei- 
ther hope to improve, or to enter- 
tain: but a novel fraught with ob- 
fcrvatiort, full of incident, and replete 
with worldly knowledge, is the moft 
B 2 inftrudlive 
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inftrudive book a young mind can 
read; for thus, learning wifdom from 
the ralhnefs and folly of others, he 
will be able to fee his way before 
hira, avoid the fnares and calamities 
too often attendant upon life, and, per- 
haps, make his way to the end of it, 
with eafe and comfort. 

It is on this principle, and with 
the profpedl of being of ufe to man- 
kind, that I have attempted to lay 
before the world, the adventures of 
a young man, who, in the courfe of 
a very few years, faw as much of 
the world, as moft others have done 
in double "his time. I was very in- 
timate with himj and of couife, am 

as 
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as well able to recite his adventures, 
as he could have done himfelf; he 
is now no more, and having left no 
family, I have no ear to wound. 
The occurrences he met with in life, 
when related by him to me, were 
highly entertaining, and I will en- 
deavour to tranfmit them fo to my rea- 
ders. 

My friend. Will. Ramble, was the 
fbn and only child of a country 
gentleman, who was great part of 
his life a Colonel of militia of a 
county in the fouth of England: he 
bred up his fon to a military life, 
inftilled into him principles of high 
honour, and gave him a finiflied 
B 2 educa- 
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education; he was naturally a brave 
man, of a fine foldier-like figure, 
and a poliftied gentleman; but never 
having been, during his father's life, 
much in the world, except in the 
military line, in which he was bred ; 
and it being time of peace, his ideas 
w^re in a great mcafure confined ta 
the manners and cuftoms of the dif- 
trid: in which he lived. His father, 
however, had brought him on by 
purchafe in the army, and he was a 
Lieutenant Colonel of foot, at the 
age of twenty-eight, when the old 
gentleman died; on looking into his 
father's effeifls, he found himfelf 
poflefled of a good family-manfion, 
in the weft ; an eftate of about feven 

hundred 
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hundred pounds a year, and about 
three thoufand pounds in fecurities. 
Having no tye to fix him to any par- 
ticular fpot,. and fortunately having 
found a tenant for his houfe and 
land, he determined to fpend fomc 
pare of his money in the ramble 
of a few years, in fearch of 
that information, he found himfelf 
deficient in; that is, to acquire a 
knowledge of men and manners, 
from the objeds as they pafs before 
him; as much as to fay, to travel 
firft through his own country, and 
next, to fee what was doing in the 
neighbouring ones; perhaps, fays he, ' 
in this excurfion I may pick up a 
wife, with a fortune equal to my 
B 4 own. 



( 8 ) 

own, that may enable me to retire 
to my native place, and live with as 
much credit as did my father before 
me; in which cafe I will turn my fword 
into a plough-fhare : if not, and a war 
fhould break out, I will purfue the 
line of my profeffion, and devote my 
life to the fervice of my country. 

Thcfc were my friend Will's 
principles, and with thefc he fat out, 
not for the metropolis, the cen- 
tre to which all the young and . the 
giddy fly; but proceeded to the ex- 
tent of his line at firft> beginning 
at the very North of the Highlands, 
and determining to retreat fouthward. 

The Colonel took with him an 

honed 
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honeft faithful fervant, an Irilhmanj 

that had been recomniended to him 

by a Brigadier-General, who had 

ferved feveral campaigns in India, 

and who having no further occafion 

for him, urged my friend to take him, 

as a man who had travelled through 

mod countries, had a great deal of 

Ihrewd cunning, a courage and ftea- 

dinefs equal to a bull-dog, and a 

fidelity not to be corrupted, and 

fcarcely to be equalled. He had loft 

an eye, in an engagement, but was 

not on that account the more un- 

fightly for a foldier*s fervice. He 

was truly difciplined, and as fuch, 

obedient to command ; and though 

fomewhat eoarfe in his hnguage, 

B 5 had 
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had a certain honefly about him^ 
that made him a valuable acquifi- 
tion. 

His name was Flint, and his rank 
a Corporal. When his mafter con- 
ligned him to my friend, he faid^ 
*• Flint, you have had a hard fer- 
** vice with me^ and it is time you 
" fhould have a furlough. I am aU 
" moft worn out in arms ; you are 
" a young man, (for he was not 
** more than forty years of age) and 
»* that quiet retreat, that I may co- 
** yet, will ill fuit your bufy, buttling 
** fpirit ; I recommend you, therefore, 
•< to my friend Ramble ; he is a bro- 
?« ther^foldicr, if another war iliould 

break 



( »■ ) 

*^ break out, with him you may fee 
*' a little more of fervice ; be faithful 
^* to him, as you have been to me, 
** and he will love you as much as 
•* I do." " Flint," returned the Cor- 
poral, ** and plaife your honor, will 
*' farve your friend as he would farve 
** yourfelf. Ill as dame Fortiy:ie has 
•' treated me, I Ihall not be unwiU 
^ ling to enlift again under her 
** banners, and give our <rnemies ano-- 
** ther drubbing ; and if I find in 
^ Squire Ramble, as good . a com- 
" mander as your honor, I truft he 
*» will find me as good a foldier^'* 

B 6 CHAR 
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CHAP. 11. 



T SHALL not give my readers a 
detail of the various ftages our 
hero paffed, nor a defcriptive ac- 
count of the feveral places at which 
he flopped; I mean neither to be a 
journalift, nor a travel-writer, bitt 
fliall relate only the principal adven- 
tures of his life, and the extraordi- 
nary charaders he met with. Upon 
this plan I ihall only fay, that 

getting 
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getting letters of recommendation 
into the North, as a gentleman up- 
on his travels, he made the beft of 
his way into the Highlands, and was 
well received at the houfe of Mr. 
Campbell, a Laird of a Clan, in 
that part of the world. This gen- 
tleman's family confifted of his wife 
and daughter, and a young lady a 
niece of Mrs. Campbell's, the daugh- 
ter of Mr. Rafpe, a Liverpool mer- 
chant, a little hot-headed, impetuous 
man, who had a brother fettled in 
London, and who having been 
knighted, increafed the jealoufy of this 
old man beyond conception; he had 
amalTed a large fortune in the Slave- 
Trade, and having an only child, this 

Mifs 
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Mifs Rafpe, his fooiifti plan was, ta 
marry her, if poflible, to a Lord, and 
thus out-do his brother in point cf 
ideal confequence; to this end he 
deprived himfclf alnK>ft of the neceC 
faries of life, to add to his capital; 
aftd left his daughter, a fine girl, 
fhould pick up a hufband of her 
own, and thus baffle his expe<9:ations> 
he placed her, from the age of thir- 
teen, under the care of his fifter, 
married to this Mr. Campbeld, deter- 
mining to keep her there, as it were, out 
of the world, till Ihe was of a iteJMv 
riageable age. In the houfe of Mr. 
Campbell, the Colonel was v^ weli 
received, and on account of Mife 
Hafpe, for whom he conceived a 

likings 
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likings and whofe fortune led further 
to srnattachmeitt, he was induced to 
make a longer flay widi the family 
than he at firft intended. 

It is not to be wondered at^ that 
Mifs Rafpe, though immured in the 
cold regions of the North, fhould at 
her time of life, then juft fixteen, 
feel a glow in her brcaft^ at the 
many fine fentiments Col. Ramble 
was capable of uttering, and become 
enamoufed with what fhe heard from 
fo handfome a man. He addrelfed 
her with all the warmth of a lover, 
^and all the animation of a foldier, 
and though his opportunities were 
but few, he availed himfelf of them, 

and 
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and he being the firft fafhionable 
man Ihe had feen, Ihe became pre- 
fently in love with him. 

There was nothing in the cha- 
radler of Mifs Rafpe Angular or 
worth remarking ; it is fufficicnt to 
fay, fhe was a girl of fpirit, of fine 
figure, had a pleafing face, and was 
altogether an objeft of admiration. It 
was necelTary to conceal their liking 
for each other, her father having ac- 
quainted his lifter with his defign, 
and all they could do was to plan 
how they fhould meet each other in 
future* Mrs. Campbell was as watch- 
fill as an Argus, but the Colonel 
found means to fettle the bufinefs 

through 



( »7 ) 

through Flinty who was as induftrious 
and cautious as a fpy. 

Scarce had he made his entree at 
Mr. Campbell's houfe, than he was 
waited on by Mr. Macanochy, a 
Scotch Prieft, the Minifter of the 
parifti, one of thofe officious men 
who are always in our way, and who 
came now to welcome the Colonel 
to Fochabar, that being the name of 
the parilh. 

The Colonel had, by means of his 
fervant Flint, juft received a letter 
from Mifs Rafpe, which he was 
kifling with fervency when Macanochy 
entered the room without any intra- 

dudtion. 
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duAion.. « In gude troth Sir, yoti 
« feem, (faid he) if my eyne dinna 
" deceive me, to be mair in love 
'^ with that lettre, than ony bra lad 
'^ of tlje Highlands I hae yet feen^ 
<* wi his bonnie laflic." " Indeed, 
♦'replied the Colonel, I am; it, is 
<* from the deareft friend I have, and I 
f* am impatient to read its contents,*^ 

** Dinna let me interrupt you then^ 
*• (faid Macanochy) dinna let me in- 
*' terrupt you." Here he took fome 
fnufF with his right hand, from the 
left hand pocket of his waiftcoat, 
which was full of It, and filling his 
nofe, fcattering it plentifully down 
his bofom, the Colonel took this 

oppor- 
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opportunity of, opening the letter. 

Scarce had he palled his eye over the 

firft line, but Macanochy drew up 

clofe along fide of him, and tapped 

him on the fleeve with " an ye 

'* be a freend of the Campbell faa«- 

** malie, yourc cum in a loocky 

•* our J for we arc to hac a muftcr 

♦' of the Qan in the morning;** but 

obferving the Colonel impatient to 

read his letter adds, *' dinna let me 

" interrupt ye, maun; dinna let mc 

^' interrupt ye;'* (and takes another 

pinch) but fcarce had the Colonel 

read another line, but he approaches 

him as before with, *y I am bold to 

•^ fay, we muftef mair men in Focha- 

*« bar, than in ony paarifh in aw the 

« Highlands.** 
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•* Highlands.'* I beg your pardon, 
replied the Colonel, with a degree 
of mortification, " I (hall be happy 
" to hear your ftory, and fee your 
*' mufler, at any other time; but thi« 
** letter requires an immediate an- 
*' fwer, and I hope you will excufc 
«* me." *' In Code's name (replies 
*' Macanochy) dinna let me interrupt 
** ye; gang awa, read your letter, 
•* and anfwer it." At this moment 
Flint entered the room, as upon fome 
bufinefs, and the Colonel took that 
opportunity of leaving it, faying to 
Flint as he pafTed, don't let him fol- 
low me. Flint feeing Macanochy 
going after his mafter, Ihouldered 
his flick, and placing himfelf againft 

the 
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the door as a centinclj cried out 
aloud^ " who goes there; who are 
*' you; where do you come from; 
*' where are you going ?" I muft not 
omit here to notice, that Flint, 
though he did not wear a uniform, 
was dreiled fomething like a foldier; 
he wore a kind of travelling fur-cap, 
with a cockade in it, a fhort jacket, 
and a pair of gaters. Macanochy 
was almofl- as ftrange a figure; a 
man upwards of fifty, of a fallow 
complexion, and fo highly charafterifl 
tic of his country were his cheek- 
bones, that it was doubtful whether 
he had the right ufe of his tycs, 
which feemed full of fufpicion; of 
fnufF he appeared a monopolizer, the 

left 



left hand pocket of his waiflcoat (as 
I have obferved) was foil of it, and the 
line from that to his nofe totally 
covered with it; he was drefled in 
a rufty, black coat, and a flouchcd 
hat. Flint knew not what to make 
of him, but was determined to obey 
his mafter's orders; Macanochy, finding 
himfclf repulfed, drew back with for- 
prize; for though he was mean and 
fhabby in appearance, he was not 
wanting in national pride. Indeed the 
ancient pride of the Clans was fo great, 
that a late Duke of Argyle, whofe name 
was Campbell, and who ufed to treat 
his tenantry as the greateft vaflals, rid- 
ing up to a gate, near which fat read- 
ing, a fon of one of his tenants, lately 

returned 
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returned from abroad, would not deign 
to fpeak to him, but pointed to the gate, 
and made a fign to him to open it. The 
man took no notice of this, but conti- 
nued reading. The Duke made a fe- 
cond fignal to the fame end, and finding 
it unattended to, cried with an imperious 
tone of voice. " D — m you fellow, why 
•* dinna you open the yate ? dinna you 
^* kenme? Open it." ** Nana," retorts 
the other — ^^ I am a Campbell myfel." 
But to return to.my ftory, Macanochy 
folding himfelf repulfed by Flint, 
ftarted back with furpjize. " An ye 
*• dinna ken Mefs John Macanochy," 
faid he, « I maun tell ye freend, 
^ that I am Minnifter of the paariih, 
<• and am to be treated with unco 

refped." 
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** refpe^a." •« A centinel/' cries Flint, 
** at an out-poft, knows no refpcft 
** of parfons ; if you were king^ honey, 
*' of the parifti, you could not pafs 
" this way without the watch-word." 

^ In gude troth, (returns Macano- 
«* chy) if we are toafk queftions; in 
«* the name of St. Andrew, who, and 
^ what are you ?** ^* In the name of 
** St. Patrick, (retorts Flint) a foldier, 
«* and on duty, not to be corrupted.'* 
Macanochy*s patience now gave way, 
he laid hold of Flint's cuff, and en- 
deavoured to pull him afide; but 
Flint fliovcd him back and prefent- 
ing his ftafF at him, cryed with a 
vociferous voice, " keep your ^iftance, 

or 
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^ or I will run my bayonet through 
i' you/' 

Macanochy, finding a paflage tTiat 
way impradicable, replyed with a 
little more coolnefs, and comforting 
himfelf with a favorite pinch: " though 
** your profcflion cheild is wary mine is 
" peace I if I canna pafs anc way, I 
" will anither; we wonna wrangle 
** about it, but flay ye there in 
" Code's name, and difcharge your 
«* duty;" and went out at another 
door. 

C CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 



T^HE arrival of Mr. Rafpc was now 
announced in the family: hearing 
that a certain Englifh nobleman had 
placed his fon at Florence, under the 
idea of improvement, but in fa6t with a 
defign to keep him there till his boyifli 
days were over, that he might make no 
improper attachment; — Mr. Rafpe un- 
derftanding this, determined to take his 
daughter to Florence, to throw her in 

the 
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zht way of this young nobleman ; hoping 
to captivate him in a place where Eng- 
Jifli beauties and good fortunes were rare. 
With this view he fet out for Scotland 
to fetch his daughter, and unluckily for 
all the parties, arrived at Campbell Hall, 
whilft my friend Will was there. 

This arrival, unexpcded and unforc- 
feen, difconcerted the young folks ex- 
ceedingly ; the old man alarmed at the 
appearance of a red coat, in a place, 
where hefo little expeded it, and dread- 
ing, as well he might, that it would tend 
to an abortion of his fcheme ; had fcarce 
fet his foot in the houfe, but he attack- 
€d his lifter in the following manner: 
«« So, lifter, you have done a pretty job 
C 2 for 
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** for me ; you are a fine one to truft to, 
" how I could rely upon a woman I 
** don't know. I placed my daughter, 
" my only child, under your care, your 
*^ damned care, and prettily I am like 
** to fmart for it.*' " My good bro- 
** ther, (returns fhe) w^hat is the matter, • 
' •* what puts you out of temper ?" 

** Matter enough, (retorts he waC- 
" piftily) have not I funk all my hopes 
** in that girl ? Have I not relied on your 
*' care and good management? And 
** pretty magagement it is ! I did, fifter, 
*' hope, by fending her to you, that flic 
*' would be out of all danger; free from 
" the fnares that are ever laid for a 
•• good fortune, and that the time would 

** comCj 
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^ come, when I fhould find her an honour 
" and a credit to me. But infteadofthis, 
** you have admitted, nay introduced^ a 
" trumpery red-coated fcoundrel to 
" her, and cannot even anfwer for her 
" afFedtions not being gone." " In- 
*' deed, brother, you are too foon alarm- 
*• ed, (anfwered Mrs. Campbell) the 
" Colonel has been a very Ihort time 
^ here, and it is uncertain whether 
** he will ftay fix hours/' " Six 
«<^ hours ! (retorts he) I hate thefe 
^« lobftering fellows. I wifh I had 
'* him at Bonny, aboard one of my 
** Guinea fliips, I would foon tranf- 
** port him to the Weft Indies. 
« They are as infidious as rattle- 

<* fnakes^ 
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'• fnakes, and like them, carry their 
'* venom in their tails. Six hours ! — 
•* I would not truft her with hinr 
** fix minutes; he would poifon 
** her in half the time.'* I am 
•* furprifed (fays Mrs. Campbell) 
** you can fpeak fo difrefpedt- 
" fully of perfons of condition ; your 
<' hafty ways bring you little comfort,. 
** and much lefs credit; the Colonel 
** is a man of the higheft honour 
** and character, and you do him a 
•* great deal of injufticc.** 

R^fpc, fomcwhat matched, and 
fomewhat modulated peevifhly told 
his filler, there was little either of 
charader or honour that buzzed round 

a pretty 
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% pretty girl, much more one with 
a good fortune; and let the Colo- 
nel be ever fo honourable, or ever 
fo proper a man in her opinion, he 
would take good, care to fruftrate her 
intentions. " Indeed, brother, (faid 
" file) your troubles are imaginary, and^ 
** if you will be filly enough to liften 
^ to every idle report that is brought 
** you, you may have troubles indeed. 
*^ The Colonel has no fuch thought, 
^' I am fure; and if you will as 
*' readily believe me as you do others^ 
** you will find there is no foundation 
** in any thing you have heard. 

This fpeech of Mrs. Campbell's, 
C 4 though 



( 32 ) 

though it produced a very different 
emotion in the mind of her brother^ 
did not produce a very different ef- 
fect ; for his natural violence made it- 
felf as ufeful to him as it could, on all 
occafions; for when pleafed he was^ 
as loud as when angry. 

How, how! (retorts he, with a 
forced laugh) no foundation ! I am 
glad of that, glad indeed; it fhall be 
my fault tljen if he lays the firfl 
ftone. 

To prevent any further altercation 
fhe left him, and no fooner was flie 
gone, than he was fuddenly accofted 
by Macanochy, who came bowing 

low 



{ 33 ) 

low into the rcx)m, as he advanced> 
plying his noftrils alternately with 
fnufF, from the ball of his thumb, thus 
producing an attitude truly ridiculous. 

Having given my readers the figure 
of this man, to fhew them the contrail, 
it is proper I fhould give them fome 
defcription of Rafpe. He was of a low 
ftature, reduced by the fever of his fret* 
ful brain, to a mod abjed ftate of pro- 
portion, which the number of his year* 
only ferved to heighten. When he 
thought proper to drefs himfelf, (one 
of nature's greateft curiofities) it was 
not vanity, but from an idea, that it was 
neceflary to preferve every thing from 
ruftj therefore an occafionalrub, and 
C 5 covering 
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covering up, was his fubftitute for de- 
coration. He wore a fcratch wig, his 
hat was ofOliverian mould, and his coat 
without a collar, long in the waift, fhort 
in the Ikirts, was of a colour, bell fuited 
to hide the defedls of age, and orna- 
mented with a double row of angula?: 
buttons. 

Macanochy, on approaching Rafpe, 
thus addrefled him : " As an intimatfe 
** freend of the Campbell family, I 
•* tak the liberty of introducing myfel 
•* to you ; we have been lang expe<9:- 
«* ing you ; you arc dootlefs enchanted 
•' with the improvement and elegance 
*' of your daughter; — oh! Ihe's a bonny 

•^ laffie/' '' Sir, (retorts Rafpe, with 

*< impatience) 
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*' impatience) you break in upon me, 
" when my mind is too difturbed 
** to'* . . . . " Patience, my gude Sir, (fays 
^* Macanochy, interrupting him, and 
«* tapping him on the elbow) is a ver- 
•* tue, and its oppofite maun be a veece. 
*' It is an unco peety, therefore, you 
«' fhould be impatient, when patience 
«« would anfwer a muckle better end i 
«' (and taking another darling pinch) 
« patience has made more conquefts 
" than many armies; — ^patience has got 
" the better of the greateft tyrants i—^ 
<* patience. . . . '* 

Rafpe, fick of tjhis long {bory of a 

vietue be had fo little in himfelf, and 

not being in the moft agreeable mood, 

G 6 replyed. 
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rcplyed, " I fuppofe you mean to try 
" my patience — I will have no experi- 
" ments made on me — I prefume you arc 
" a parfon, by your preaching?" " You 
" are unco rieht. Sir, returned Macano-- 
" chy; I am minnifter of the gofpel in 
" this parifh, my name is Macanochy, 
*' my father and grandfather, have been 
** minnifters of Fochabar, fince the year 
" 1 70 1. I hate mony words, or I could 
" tell ye, we can trace our family as 
«< far back, as when the great Huntly 
«« defeated** .... Rafpe was the laft per-* 
fon the minifter fhould have fixed on, 
to have amufed with fuch long ftories ; 
his mind was better fuited, even in his 
good humours, to few words, and at a 
time he was ready to burft with appre- 

henfions 
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henfions from the Colonel, to be inter- 
rupted with fuch a tirefome old fellow, 
was enough to tumhis brain, he once more 
therefore faid to Macanochy, *' I want 
*' noneof your chronology; I hate hiftory; 
*' I don't like my own; but if you know 
« what brought the Colonel here, fay 
" it." " Sure aneugh, (fays Macano- 
« chy,) I ken the Colonel, and the Colo- 
** nel kens me; there is not a bairn in 
** aw the Highlands, that does not ken 
<* the Reverend Mr. Macanochy, of 
** Fochabar,(ftrutting about and taking 
•* fnufF) the Colonel is a diftant freend, 
«« of a Laird of a neighbouring clan, 
«« who had an uncle, a Major in 
«< India, who performed great wonders; 
5* (counting his family on his fingers) 

he 
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'* he had another relation on his mither's 
«* fide, an Admiral, who fignalized him-» 
*' fel in mony great atchievements/* 

. '' What of all this ? (retorts Rafpe, 

** angrily interrupting him) How came 
'* he here?*' " Why maun, (conti- 
" nued Macanochy, with a determined 
** coolnefs) you put me oot. He has a 
" keufin married to Lord Gramont, a 
** very gude lady. I could fay moi^ 
*' fine things of her, but I am a maun> 
" like yourfel, of few words. He has 
«* another keufin married to Sir Archir 
« baldM'Donald, of Ochiltree, who, ift 
'* the year one thoufand feven hundred 
** and feventy". . .." I told you, be- 
** fore, (faid Rafpe, with fl;ill greater 
« impatience) I want no chronology, 

'' and 
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*« and hate all hiftory, but that of 
** negro-land. What brought the Co- 
•* lonel here?*'—" The Colonel (fays 
" Macanochy) is a haundfome, gallant 
" fallow 5 every faul here loves him weel, 
•* maun, women, and bairns/* Rafpe 
not being able to bear his prolixity any 
longer^ loft his temper, and ftamped 
about the room; Macanochy to make 
him ftill more angry, faid, with a de- 
gree of contemptuous coolnefs. " If 
" your iheine offend you, tak them oiF/* 
«* Every body in love with him !*' re- 
turns Rafpe with eagemefs. ** Every 
^« body, (replies Macanochy) and I will 
•* tell you fomething that will make you 
" very happy — he loves your daughter, 
^ and your daughter loves him.'' 

Rafpe 
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Rafpe could no longer contain himfelf/ 
and this laft declaration of the paffive 
prieft maddened him ; he flew, he kicked, 
he (lamped about like one frantic, and 
left Macanochy ftupified with amaze- 
ment. 



CHAP. IV. 



•Q ASPE was determined to take away 
•*^^ his daughter the next moitiing,and 
nothing his. lifter could fay, though flic 
told him the Colonel was either going or 
gone, anfwered any purpofe j he would 
not ftay in a houfe fo unfriendly to his 

wifties^ 
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wifties ; indeed he had no reafon to dif- 
pute his lifter's veracity, and when fhe 
brought him word, that the Colonel 
had left the houfe, he began to bolievc 
it; but an ill-fated accident overthrew 
the whole, and determined him to quit 
the place tljiat very night. It happened 
that Mr. Rafpe was lodged in the next 
room to Mifs Campbell, divided only by 
a partition, in which there was a door of 
communication between the two rooms ; 
in Mifs Campbell's room, the young 
couple had occafionally met, and having 
fettled the plan of future operations, the 
Colonel was juft come there to take his 
leave of Mifs Rafpe, when her father had 
juft entered the next room, in order to 
take off his boots J his fifter was with him, 

reafoning 
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rcafoning on the abfurdity of his taking 
the matter up fo ferioufly, and paying 
them fo ihort a vifit — his fervant, a 
black, whom h'd^had ever treated with 
great feverity, was employed in draw* 
ing off one of his mafter's boots, as he 
fat in the chair, before the door that 
opened into Mifs Campbell's apart- 
ment, and Mrs. Campbell was, juft 
then, afliiring him the Colonel was gone, 
imagining that really to have been the 
cafe— r." Gone, or not gone, (cries he with 
*' a loud voice) I will ftay no longer 
*' than to-morrow;*' and then, to his 
flave — ** Rafcal, why don't you pull the 
*' boot with more force — ^pull you dog^ 
'* or I will be the death of you." At 
that inftant Mifs Campbell was peeping 

through 
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Arcmgh the key-hole of the inner room, 
faying, Mr. Rafpe was in a monftrous 
paflion, and the Colonel was taking his 
leave of Mifs Rafpe, and upon his knee, 
killing her hand with the ytmoft fer- 
vency ; when the poor black, pulling the 
boot with more than ordinary exertion, 
it flipped unexpe<Sledly off, and lofing 
his equilibrium, fell back violently 
ag3iin& the door, burft it open, threw 

Mifs Campbell upon her back, and dif- 

ft 

covered the Colonel killing Mifs R^fpe*s 
hand. 

Reader, if thou can*fl: paint to thy- 
fclf the fituation of all the parties; 
if thou can'ft pi<5lure in thy fancy 
the difappointment,' the mortifica- 
tion. 



( 44 ) 

tion, of every one prefent; if thoa 
can'ft read, in the proud looks of Mrs. 
Campbell, the confulion of being caught 
in a lie; (though an innocent, one) if 
thou can'ft feel for the difaftrous fitua- 
tionof Mifs Campbell, who was thrown 
almoft heels over head ; if thou can'ft 
pity the difcovery of the young couple's 
evident declaration of love; if theu: 
can'ft carry in thy mind, the horror of 
the black, fcrambling to get up, and 
difplaying his large white eyes and teeth^ 
grinning with a ghaftly dread of the ven- 
geance of his mafter; if thou can'ft 
have any conception of a wrathful old 
man, panic-ftruck, and rendered mo- 
tionlefs by furprize and anger, thou wilt 
be able to form fome idea of the condi- 
tion 
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tion of the parties prefent. It was fome 
moments, before either of them could 
recover from their fituation. Rafpc 
ftuck fall in his chair; the Colonel ri- 
veted on his knee, Mifs Rafpe's hand 
Hill in his ; Mifs Campbell fprawling 
on the floor ; Mrs. Campbell fixed as a 
llatue; and the poor black trembling as 
for life; Rafpe's eye fixed upon his 
filler's ; and his filler's on his, feeming 
to upbraid each other ; the Colonel and 
Mifs with their's fixed on the ground ; 
paint this in your mind, and thou wilt 
view the fccne as it was. Rafpe fpringing 
from his chair, flew at his daughter, 
and feizing her by the arm, broke this 
awful filence, with a, ** Come Mils 
-^^ Mum, I will not lofe fight of you 

** again^ 
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« again, we will be oif to night." To 
Mifs Campbell, he faid, I am much 
obliged to you for your attention to my 
daughter; to the ColoneJ, ** I appre- 
" hend you have loft a recruit;" to 
his fifter, fneeringly, and imitating her 
manner of exprefling herfelf to him: 
" the Colonel is a man o( honour! damn 
<^ his honour — no fuch intention! no 
^* foundation! Hell, fire, and furies!" 
and thus he left them. 

The Colonel, though a man of fpirjt, 
felt the aukwardnefs of his fituation, 
pitied the temper of the old man^ was 
forry for the difturbance he had occa- 
fioned, and left any thing he might fay,, 

or 
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or any apologies he could make, might 
only exafperate the more, and render 
their meeting in future more difficult, 
thought it beft to be filent. 

Rafpc now began to prepare foi 
his immediate departure, as did the 
Colonel for his, the next morning; 
but the arrangement, &c. of Mifs 
Rafpe and other matters, took up the 
whole of the evening; and there was 
very little likelihood of their getting 
away before break of day. Rafpe, 
however, determining not to fleep ano- 
ther night in the houfe, was bufy in 
preparing for his journey. 

The incidents of the day entirely 

difcompofed 
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difcompofed the family, nor could 
they fit down to any regular fupiper. 
Mr. Campbell, an infirm old man, 
had retired to his bed, and Maca- 
nochy, whofe fpirit of quietifm no- 
thing could diforder, who felt him- 
felf at home in whatever houfe of the 
parifli"he was in, had got a fnack in tlic 
larder, regaled himfelf alone with a 
pinch of fnufF, and a bottle of ale, 
and ftole away to his ^ clofet, where 
he was accuftomed to fleep when at 
this houfe. This was unknown to 
any of the family, who imagined he 
was gone; indeed, go to what houfe 
he would, he always took his night-* 
cap in his pocket. This clofet waii 
a recefs, behind the partition of one 

of 
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of the rooms, juft large^ enough to 
hold a bed, as is the cuftom in Scot- 
land, and the Aiding wainfcot was fo 
contrived, as to clofe and fliut it in. 

Mr. Rafpe was jarring with his 
lifter the whole night, and would 
every now and then break out into 
fuch fits of rage, as to difturb the 
fleepers. Mr. Campbell, who had 
fcarcely had his firft nap, jumped out of 
bed during one of thefc noifes, half 
afleep and half awake, not conceiv- 
ing what it could be: he flipt on 
his night-gown, took up his candle, 
and the noife incrcafing, failed forth 
from his chamber, and meeting with 
Flint at the head of the ftairs^; ** Good 
Vol. I. D Mr. 
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Mr. Corporal (faid he) what is the 
matter?" *' O*, my confcience, (%s 
" Flint,) matter enough ;^ the enemy is 
^* ftorming the fort, and we {hall be 
'* all in a blaze prefently.** 

This frightened Mr. Campbell more 
than ever, and he begged of the Cor- 
poral to condudt him down flairs. 
Flint took the candle and marched 
in the van, the old gentleman fol- 
lowed clofe in the rear,- and as he 
conduced him, they palled through 
the room where Macanochy was clo- 
feted ; but this being in a diftant part 
of the houfe, the prieft was not fo 
much difturbed; they no fooner how- 
ever, reached this room, than another 

violent 
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violent noife was heard, with a great 
ckttcring^nd ringing of bells. " Lord, 
•*^Lord," (cries Mr. Campbell) what a 
«*'- racket!" ** By my fait (replies Flint,) 
** I like this glorious rattling ; it puts 
^* me in mind of the ftorming of Trin* 
** comalee, when the bombs flew over 
« our heads like hail-ftones." — ^**0h! it 
** was a joyous day your honour, and 
** I never (hall forget it.** More noife 
being c heard, Mr.' Campbell begged " 
of the Corporal to go and learn the 
occaiion of it, and fend up one of 
his (ervants. Being now left to him- 
felf, with the . canjle in his hand, 
aiid the noife increafing, he got up 
to the further ' end * of the roorrt, near 
theclofet, "uherc MacanoChy was^in' 
D 2 bed 
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bed, M'ho, the noife having alaitned 
him, drew back the Aiding partition 
fuddenly, and fitting bolt upright, ter* 
jiiied poor Mr. Campbell, who little 
imagined he was there. 

I muft her€ again rcprefent to my 
reader, as I have before done, the oddity 
of this fcene: defcribe to yourfelfi a 
trembling old man, with a lighted taper 
in his hand, in a flannel night-gown, and 
a white cap; and his fiice, through fear, 
as colourlefs as his cap, quaking as he 
ftood, imagining it was a ghoft in the 
clofetj and, Macanochy, with a fnufly 
face, and a dirty night cap, tied under 
his chin, ftarting alfo with furprize, at 
feeing Mn Campbell, who he little 

cxpedled 
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expected to fee, and whom, between* 
fleeping and waking, he conceived like- 
wife to be an apparition : I fay piAure 
this ro your imagination, jmd you muft 
fmile at the fcene : thefe two ghaftly 
perfonages, gazed for a moment in 
Itlence on each' other, with horror. 

Macanochy broke it with, " Minnif- 
^ ters of grace defend me ! Be ye a gob* 
•• lin !'\ . . . " No, (fays his fellow ghoft). 
^ I am no goblin, Mr. Macanochy, I am 
•♦ Mr. Campbell.*' '* If you are no gob- 
** lin, (replies the prieft) how came yoii 
** here, in all this ftorm ?'• And, on Mr. 
CampbelPs telling him, he did not know 
he flept there, Macanochy continued^ 
«* Sleep is out of the queftion, it is im.- 
D 3 '' poffible 
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•* poffible to fleep infuch a hurricane; 
" cats fcreaming, women bawling, that 
** old chield (lamping, bells ringing, bag- 
** pipes blowing ; and above aw, ((hrug- 
" ging his ftioulders) the troop of little 
•' black gentry, that infcft this clofet, and 
" wha hae fund their way over mc> as 
" did the Lilliputians over Gulliver, as 
«* he lay on the grafs. By St. Andrew^ 
" (fliaking himfelf ) the wee-wee dccls 
•• gnaw and devour me, asif I wasaloft 
♦* creature, given up to their tor-^ 
•'ments; — but what is aw this frefti 
«* jioife aboot?** 

A fervant, who at that moment eiu 
tered, and who had oot got rightly ^t 
thd ftpry, reportedj that Colonel Ramble 

had 
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had been caught with Mifs Rafpe, and 
that there was the duce to pay about it; 
thefc words were no fooner uttered, than 
Macanochy gathered the blanket about 
him, jumped out of bed, and running 
up to the fcrvant with furpriie> cried 
out, '^ Catched together 1 fay you? It 
•* is a mucklc peety, they had not my 
*« benedidionfirft!" and, on being alkcd 
by Mr. Campbell, what good that 
would have done? added, "wonderful 
•* gude^ it is a ceremony that trans- 
** fohhs veece into virtue,and makes that 
*^ innocent, which, without it, is held as 
** criminal. Had they fent for me, I 
« would hae fet aw to rights.** 

his, o inion of Macanochy 's, arofc 
D 4 from 
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from his mifunderftanding the fervant, 
who upon explaining himfelf, and lay- 
^f*g> t)y being caught together, he 
meant only to fay, they were feen in 
company together ; and that Mr.'Ralpc 
on finding it flew into a violent paffion, 
Macanochy confoled himfelf with, ** If 
** that be aw, there is nae harm dunc—^ 
'* aws weel yet." 

More noife being now heard, he 
went on — ^' the ftorm is gathering again, 
'' lil to my bed— Satan, I defy ye?'* 
and drawing too the Aider of his clofet, 
Ihut himfelf up, and left Mr. Campbell 
to make the beft of his way to his 
chamber. 

We 
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We here fee, in the charader of 
Macanochy, the weaknefs and ridicu* 
loufnefs of thofe who are fond of talking 
themfelves, but who diflifce it in others. 
3Hfc wiftied to be thought a man of fe\r 
words, and yet was loquacious in the 
Extreme; we meet with fuch men in 
the world, and their charadler is truly 
laughable; they arc fo full of what they 
have to fay themfelves, that they can 
attend to no reply, . and thoagh by this 
they may. think to render, themfelves 
agreeable, they become ttrefome. beyond 
meafure ; and there is fcarce a man they 
talk to, but like the Colonel,^ would be 
glad to fly from them. Confcious of this, 
the* long talker will hold you by the 
J> ^ button,^. 
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button, left you fhould efcape before 
' you have heard him out. 

Thefe were my friend's remarks^ oh 
the men he met with abroad. So again 
in the charader of Rafpe. We readily 
fee defeds abroad, which we arc blind 
to at home, and are eager to condemn in 
others, what we can reconcile to our- 
felves, where our intereft leads. Rafpe 
condemned his fifter, from an opinion, 
that flie introduced the Colonel to his 
daughter; when, at the very time, h« 
was. conveying his daughter to Florence, 
with a fimilar view, 

CHAR 



(■ S9 ) 



M' 



e H A p. V. 



''R*. Rafpe fet off with his daughter 
at day break on his journey, he 
pufjpbfed to tafeeXiverjpooI in his way,, 
continue there a few weeks, till he 
had adjiilted his bufinefs, and then 
proceed on his route to London, where 
he would continue fome time, till he 
Had equipped his daughter with fuch 
heceflaries, as would fet her off to 
the beft aavantage at f'lorence: the 
. D 6 Colonel 
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Colonel did not continue at Mr* 
Campbell's long after them; he fat 
off the morning following, but had 
planned it, with Mifs Rafpe, that, as 
he fhould naturally be in town fome 
weeks before her, fhe fhould, on her 
arrival, make him immediately acr 
-quainted with it. 

On jreac^jng London (for his at- 
ta^pUnent to Mifs Rafpe, had quite 
Ranged his plan of proceedings} he 
put up at one of thofe fafhionable 
houfes, called Hotels, but where 
there was a common room of afTem^ 
bling at meals, as at Bath. He had 
fcarcc fet his foot in this Houfe, but 
he met with an old Devonfhire friend, 

Charles 
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Charles Simple. This young gentlc-r 
marx with his lifter^ was reduced to 
the neceflity, upon the death of their 
parents, to live upon the patrimony 
of between two and three hundreds 
pounds per year. 

The father, was poflcffed of as- 
many thoufands, but having lived (.as 
do the generality of fafliionabre men) 
in a ftyle fuperior to his income; 
the confequence was, he brought up 
his fon and daughter with high no* 
tions of gentility, difiipated his for- 
tune, and left them little ,or nothing, 
to fupport it. Charles, wa^ a young 
man full of fimplicity, and very ea- 
fily led, but his filler, on the con-» 

trary. 
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trary, was artful, intriguing, talka- 
tive, and obftinate; fhe had fuch a 
volubility of tongue, that no rattle 
could equal. Like Macanochy, the 
Scotch Minifter, fhe was full of herfel^ 
fond of the found of her own voice, arid 
could fufFer no reply ; but (he had not 
xinsitfahgfroid about her that he pbflefl 
ftd ; fhe was all fire ahd fpirit. She was a 
ftW ^eirs older than her brothel-, 
jftid inade him believe fhe had a fu- 
^or kHb^ledge,- told him, tHat if fce 
wftUld follotv her directions, that, as he 
was a handfbrfie fellow, and had re- 
ceived a good education, fhe would 
put him in the way of making his 
ftWuncf } that as their cdrinediohs Wcr6 
in gehefal good, afid Ldlncteil was 

the 
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the centre, where they wduld pro- 
bably meet, fhe advifed mafcirtg up a 
fum of money in the bfeft i?ky they 
Could, fetting off for liondon, there 
trying their fortune, and trufting to 
the chapter of accidents. 

They had beeh Ibmc time, with 
thife view, living in ftyle, at this 
hotel, and had not only fpent the 
money they had brought with thetn, 
but had run a debt thtt great- 
ly embarra^fled them. This was their 
fituation, when my friend Will. Ram- 
ble met with them. " God blefs 
•* my foul, Charles, (faid he) 1 
•* (hould as foon have expelled to 
•• liave fecn the equeftrian ftatue, at 

Charing 
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^ Charing-Crofs/ travelling througtr 
«* Taunton^ as to have met with 
" you in London 3 fo ftationary did 
«* I think you. — What, in the 
** name of fortune, brought you 
" here?" " My romantic lifter, (replycd 
" he,) — ^you may well compare me to 
*« thatftatue at Charii^-Crofs ; I am 
" merely a figure, and flie moves me 
" where flie pleafesj I wifh I had as 
** little feeling and fenfibility; it would 
** be happy for me/' — " Why you feem 
*' to be out of fpirits (fays the Colo-» 
*' nelj what is the matter ?•* ^* Matteri 
*' (returns Charles, holding up. a- par-. 
** eel of bills) — ^here's the caufe of my- 
** difquiet ; we have not been here two 
" months, and here arc bills to the 

<* amount 
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*« amount of ^^270. without ^50. to 
*« pay them.** 

** Its all a myftery to me (fays 
«* Ramble) come unravel it." "My mad 
" lifter (anfwered Charles) to whofe 
*« fanciful fchemesi have ever been the 
^* dupe, took it into her head to 
" bring me to London, in order 
'* to make my fortune* — You know^ 
« Colonel/ how inadequate my little 
« cftate in Devonfhire is, and the 
^' trifle my father left us, for fuch 
^^ an undertaking; but fo it is, come 
" Ihe would, and I have been fool 
** enough to follow her" — at this, in-, 
ftant, Mifs Simple joined them> and> 
addrefljng the Colonel, faid,. Ihe. fup- 

pofed 
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pofecj her brother, -with his long face, 
had been telling him fohie difiriai 
ftory; and, on Ramble's faying he 
had been telling him of his embar- 
raflVnent, flie replied with hafte, " I 
•' wont hear a word i his embarraff- 
** ments are all ideal ; bug-bears of his 
•• own fency ; had he tdken fhy* advice, 
•* he mi^t now have Bten in the firft 
f* fituation; l5Ut1ie*s fo M t>[ TAsi/s 
•^aafklTiis ^/x, ^sand^is /J/j laSd 7i5^/ 
w and t*oiber, that I Ibfc all patience 
* when I talk to hira. I brought him 
•» h^re to make a man of him; .but 
** his reafons, as he calls them, (fheer- 
♦* ing) his fcruples, and his qualms ot 
*' confcience, have difconceited all my 
*' meafures ; the wifcft fchemes ; the beft 

« kid 
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« laid plans/* • . . The Colonel was will- 
ing to foften her patience with a "you'll 
" certainly allow/*... (he (interrupting 
him) faid " I will allow nothing — I 
*' know when I am right; I never 
« propofe a thing to him» but he im-* 
** mediately interrupts me, and over- 
'* turns aU, with his catCts^ and s^ 
«* the reft of his filly objcftions— I cmfi 
^* marry an old weincian«-^I cMt ri(k -a 
<i duel to run off with a -girU— I cutfi 
•^ run in debt— I tmCt chcwj at cards-** 
»« I:^»ii7drink— IVJ»7fWfear**-I tMt 
.". lie?— nin fhoft, he cAn do nfithihg as 
5* men of fefliidn do. I -don't know 
f* what will become of him,* iind all--^ 

«* Hold, hold/* (fays the Colonel) the 

<^ world 
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«« world is not bad" — ^' No hadnefs m 
" the cafe ( returns (he, ) Can ^40,000 be 
'* a bad fot, though an oM woman with 
*^ her decayed furniture fliould be 
" thrown into it ?'-^ Gan a prick of an^ 
" arm be a had thing, when z, fine 
** girl is- by ta fuck the wound P^—Cah^ 
*• a few debts be a: had thing, when 
*« debts now ftamp the man of faftiiori, 
•^ and diftinguilhhim from the vulgar? 
•« — Can,,.. " rU appeal t3o thcColonel 
« (fays Charles)**...*ril appeal to no one 
« (retorts flic) — I know I am in the 
«* right.", "Indeed, Charles/' (inter- 
« ruptstheCblonel) the women are al- 
^ ways in the right, and the lefswe fay the 
*< better.'* « So I have always told him, 
* (adds Mifs Simple,) now onl5rhear, 

'^ Colonel^. 
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^^ Colonel, what I have propofedi I 
« would firfl have had him ftood for a 
•^ neighbouring borough — ^No, fays he, 
" the county is overftocked with mem- 
•* l)ers of Parliament ; befides,was lever 
«* chofen, I have no eloquence to recom- 
*^ mend me. Eloquence, nonfenfe fay 
«« I^ elocjuence, is the only thing that 
/* would hurt him. — You know, Colo- 
" nel, the minifter wants nobody to talk 
•* but himfelf ; it is your dumb orators 
•* he wants ; men whofe arguments are 
«• all comprized in the monofyllables, 
^ ayf and no.'* 

«« Between you and I, Oiarlcs, (fays the 
«« CoL) there is too much truth in thi» 
« obfcrvation**— *' Inihort, Sir, (rqplics 

Mife 
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«* Mifs Simple), all his objedliohs arc 
" vifionary*' — (Charles fhewing her the 
bills exclaimed) *' thefe are not vifion- 
** ary, lifter; thefe are realities that muft 
** be attend to;" but Ihe fnatching them 
out of his hand, tearing them and cram- 
ming them into her pocket, (cried) 
'* plha, nonfenfe; a man of fpirit would 
« think nothing of athoufand of them, 
" People of fafhion will have as many in 
** a Ihort time as will hang their walls, 
" and pafs them with as little notice as 
*« a parcel of old vifiting cards, behind 
** a glafs, when the vifits are paid/* 

This faid, Ihe left him in a pet. 
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\>f ISS Simple being gone, the gentle- 
men were more at liberty to talk 
the matter over, and Charles gave my 
friend Will, fomc account of an applica- 
tion he had made to a money-lending 
Jew. Charles had a good heart, always 
felt for the diftrefles of a friend, and 
was the more furprifed, when he found 
a contrary difpolition in others. Whilft 
he had^a guinea more than the preffing 
occafion of the moment called for, he 

was 
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was ever ready to accommodate a friend 
with the loan of it. Ramble liad as ^ 
good a heart, and this fellow-feeling Off- * 
ten brought them both into difficulties^ ^ 
I never yet, faid Charles, found any 
of thofe grateful returns. Colonel, 
which you have fo often dinged in my 
ears. We often meet with acquaintance ^ '^ 
ready to affifl us when we fland in no 
need of it ; but no one more backward, 
when we have recourfe to them : nay, 
they will defert us when we can no Ion- * 
ger entertain them; like infers they 
buz and flutter in the fun-ihine of prof- 
perity, but fall off like leaves at the ap- 
proach of winter. My friend Will, could 
not; but acquiefce in thefc fentiments 
he had feen but little of the world, but 

fun 
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ftill he had me^with this ingratitude. 
However he enlivens the converfation. 
Charles related his interview with the 
Jew he had mentioned. I had, faid he, 
ah occafion to apply to this man, 
for a few hundreds, once before, 
and having regularly paid him the in- 
tereft, concluded I Ihould meet with 
little difficulty in getting from him the 
loan of 500U more. But, added he, 
had you feen the long face he made.on 
his introduction, you would have fwora 
he thought 1 as going to borrow 
money of him without intereft. " Mor- 
decai, faid I^ I am in want of 5CX)1. for 
twelve months, can you lend it to me?'* 
On vat fecurity? (returned he.) I an- 
fwercd him, my own bond. Bonds, 
Vol. L E replied 
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replied he, are but poor fecurities, wheii 
gentlemen plead their inability to give 
them, andofcourfe are of no validity. 
*5 It walh but de oder day, I lent Sir 
^ Michael Spendthrift i5cx:>l. on his 
*' bond and fliudgment, and' when 1 
^ called on him for de intereftid, he 
^ to^ld me he wafti under age, when he 
** gave the bond, and I am no Chriftiani 
** if I did not take him, by the hardnefs 
•* of his features, to be forty years old ! 
'^ I never was more deflieeved in all my 
*' loife.** J told him he Ihould not be 
fo taken in by me^ for I would produce 
him a parifti-ccrtificate of my age. His 
arifwer was : '* Parifhes arc as dcftiectful 
•^ as parilhionei'S. I have no reliance on 
^ Chriftians, or Chrillian pariflies. 1 

'' had 
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^had rather have a good tftitate in 
•* my hands^ than an Eaft-India bond of 
** double the value/*—." But I have had 
" money of you before, my dear Mor- 
*«dicai, (faid I) and why be fo par*- 
•« ticular now ?•* ** So niofli the worfe," 
(retorted he), " the more a man owes, 
^' t||^ lefs able he is to pay ; aiid I aU 
" ways make it a rule in lending money 
" upon perflional fecurity, to demand a 
*' larger premium for a fccond loan 
^ than the firftj the xifhk being greater. 
*^ If we lend a thotifand pounds for a 
« premium of lool. we alwafh expecSt 
^' 200I. for the fecond thouland, and fo 
<« in proportion. If you will give me 
" a good mortgage at 5 per cent and 
^* thus cover the 300I. you l^ave had ; I 
E 51 " will 
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" will lend you this 500I. for a premium 
" of 10 per cent, and a very good bargain 
" you will have ; for money is now very 
*' fcarlh, and I fhould not know where 
"to borrow a thoufand myfelf. If I 
•* wanted if*. It was in vain to reafon 
this fellow into moderation, or argue 
with him againft his own interefti I 
therefore gaVe the matter up, for not 
having yet mortgaged my little patri- 
mony, I will not do it, if I can help it. 
** Then you ihall help it now, (faid my 
" friend Will,)' for though I am fliort of 
*' calh, as I muft borrow a fum for my- 
<* felf, I may as well borrow a little 
•* more for you. I have a fecurityortwo, 
«« which my father left, independent of 
*• his cftate, and it may as well ftand 

" refponfible 
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*' refponfible for your's as for mine :•• « I 
•* thank you, my good friend, (replied 
** Charles,) but I cannot think of it; af- 
•• ter what I have faid, it would be like 
" begging the money/* " Tufli, (re- 
" plies Will, fmiling) your filter will 
•• find out fome new fcheme of remak-. 
" ing your fortune, and then you may 
*« return it. But, joking afide, if you ne- 
" ver pay, I (hall never aik it. The fum 
" I lend you I fliall confider as fpent> 
" and will be morefrugal inconfequencc. 
" 1 loved your father, and I am furc you 
** have a good heart ; and if a man who 
«« has money, will not retrench a little, 
. " ta be of ufe to mankind, and not 
" occafionally part with a little, to do a 
^' friendly and a generous adion, his mo- 
E 3 '« nejT 
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*' ney is of little ufe to him, and he lives 
«* to little purpofe.** The Colonel pro- 
mifed to fee him in a few days, and 
Accordingly left him. 

Charles ftdW returned to his fifter, lyhd 
had a new fcheme in her head, and was 
cagertocdmmunicate it, and not having 
tcld her of the = Colonel *« ptx)mifc, fhc 
attacked -him with ^' There is, brother, 
"no^ but one refoufcfe left us>— neck or 
*' nothing— ^ycu imift go off with the 
•'« landlord's ^ughter." 

. The matter of the Hotel knew little 
but the art of getting money, and of 

^hat he had am^dled a cpniiderable for- 
tune] in other refpe^ he was exceeding- 
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ly weak; his name was Whip. He had ati 
only child a daughter, as filly and weak 
as himfelf ; her mother, indeed, had a lit- 
tle more knowledge and forefight, but as 
weak men are generally moft obftinatp, 
flie could do little in oppofition to hqr 
hulband. The girl held a fmattering for 
mufic, and her father, thinking her Moa- 
derfully clever, indulged her in this 
penchant to a ridiculous excefs. It W4S 
owing to his fondnefs for this girl, and 
Charles and his filter having fbme 
knowledge of mufic, and taking no- 
tice of her» that induced tfie landlord 
to give them the credit he had done ; 
for thefe peopLe, in general, foon find 
^t the circumftances of their guefts, and 
E 4 never 
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never fufFer them to run up a long bill, 
unlefs where there is plenty of money to 
pay it. 

*' Brother, (fays Mifs Simple to 
" Charles) I have made the landlord's 
•' daughter abfolutely believe you are a 
** man of fortune, and defperatcly in 
*^ love with her — flic has ten thoufand 
*' pounds left her by an uncle, and her 
" father, if he pleafes, can give her 
" twice as much ;for ftie is an only child: 
" -—{he's a filly " girl, believes every 
•' thing*' — <* Mifs Dolly Whip, (fays 
** 1, for that was her namCi) my bro- 
" ther's pallion for you is fo ardent . . .'* 
On Charles's endeavouring to fpeak, 
ihc (lopped him Ihort with *' Do be quiet 

•* ^— where 
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« —where was I?— oh— is fo ardent, that,' 
" for this month paft, he has been want-r 
'* ing to break his mind to you; but 
** not having had afi opportunity of 
«^ meeting you alone, has requcfted 
•• me to plead his caufe for him, and is 
^♦wiilmg to fettle. .*..'* Charles ftill 
wifhingtofay fomething and beginning 
Vith '' But . . . .*• (he a fecond time 
flopped him J " now but again ; al- 
•• ways interrupting me with your 
^*ifs and your but'si you dearly love 
«« to hear yourfelf fpeak, — there is no 
•« edging in a word for you— I have 
*• quite forgot where I was — well, no 
** matter, 1 have done the bufinefs j you 
«« can have no objedlions here, lhe*s 
•• young and pretty j we will take her to 
E 5 «« Paris 
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*• Paris, you Ihall there marry her, beg 
•* pardon of the father, promife that you 
^ will never do the like again, and throw 
^ yourfelf upon his mercy. There is 
^ Httle fear of ber, (he hates home, is 
*' eager for an elopement, and will d6 
^ any thing I advife her to." 

CHAP. VII. 



A Tthis hotel there were two lingular 
clubs, oneconfiftingof fatmen and 
the other of lean ; none were admitted 
into the former that weighed lefs than 
twenty ftone, and none into the latter 
that weighed more than ten ; they 
met always on^the fame day, and indeed 

in 
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in the fame room ; for the long room in 
this houfe wasdivided> on this occafion^ 
by a Aiding partition into two; the fac 
club-room was called the Cormorant^ 
that of the lean club, the Wcefel ; the 
firft was furnifhed with elbow chairs^ 
pipes and tobacco ; the latter with little 
^Ife than news-papers; for the mem- 
bers of the lean club, had not Ipirit 
enough to indulge themfelves with good 
living, andof courfewere lefs in the in- 
tereft of Whip. The cormorant-club, he 
^ould obferve, was worth continuing ; 
they eat and drank to fome purpofe*: 
but the weefel-cUib coft him more 
in newfpapers than all the profit he got 
by their welch-rabbits and fneakers df 
punch. They ^ftabliflicd fines among 

them- 
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Ihemfelves to keep them to time, and 
they both met at the fame hour. The 
members of the cormorant, were true 
guttlers. *' What have you for fupper 
*' Dick, (faid Gorger, the firft comer) 
•' to the waiter ?*' A fine chicken-turtle, 
" (anfwered he) a fovereign haunch 
" covered with fat, and a few other 
" trifles.*' Gorger licking his chops, and 
clapping the waiter upon his back (re- 
turned) *' that's a brave fellow ! — How 
«' long before fupper ?'* " Full half an 
« hour (faid Dick) — the cook tells me 
«* a little accident has -happened in the 
" kitchen, that has put it back.'* Gor- 
ger alarmed at the account, (cried) 
^ Gadfo— not tothe turtle I. hope?" Dick 
fet him at eafe on this head, and he 

went 
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went on ; *^ I cannot wait half an hour» 
" bring me fomething by way of whet/* 
Aye, a whet, a whet, was the general 
cry ; for feveral now came in whilft he 
was talking to the waiter. The room 
was up one pair of fbiirs, and Swag^ 
one of the members, whom a -flight of 
(lairs always put out of breath, faid '» I 
•' muft wote for having our club-room 
*' on the ground-floor, or in a little 
^' time I fliall not be able to reach it." 
" Why, indeed, mafl:erSwag, (returned 
'« Gorger) you feem to improve on tur- 
•* tie and venifon. We ftiall have no 
•• occafion to weigh you out of our fo- 
«« ciety ;*' — for this man weighed more 
than 25 ftone. They now took to their 
pipes^ and thefmoke making Its way 

into 
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«* Have you heard any thing of the acci- 
^* dent below ? Supper is a long time a 
^* coming. Yes, (replied Bolter) I was 
•* prefent when the mifchief was done. 
** The carelefs rafcal of a cook, did not 
«' cover the pan in which the turtle was 
" ftewing, and fo the foot fell into it. At 
this the whole company, to the number 
of 15 or 16, rofe up greatly alarmed. 
Had the ftair-cafe been on fire, and they 
had no means of efcape, they could not 
have been more fo ; but Bolter a little 
calmed them by faying ** he luckily was 
in the kitchen enquiring after fupper, 
'^ and having a fleady hand, offered his aC- 
*' fiftance, got off the greateft part of it, 
•* and faved a few mouthfuls of the 
«^ green fat. What, (faid Swag) will a 

'• few 
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•' few mouthfuls be among fo many of 
^' us ? Make yourfelf eafy about that/* 
replied Bolter. «* Thofe few mouthfuls 
'^ I have fecured, (patting his bellyj 
" are fafe lodged here/* 

It is impoffiblc to give my readers 1 
good defcription of the contraftcd figures 
of thcfe two clubs. Gorger was ofmid^ 
die ftaturcj but the enormity of his bulk 
took off from' his height^ and though near 
five feer ten inches high^ he did not ap- 
pear nrorc than fivefeet. His head was 
very fmall in proportion, and was ftuck 
in fo low between his fhoulders, as to 
have little or no neckj nor was he able 
to look back, without turning his whole 
body ; thisj with a pair of full fet eyesj 

ftamped 
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llamped gluttony in his countenance. 
Swag was of another make, his bulk 
was partial^ and coHeded itfelf accord- 
irgly. He had fuch a protuberance oF 
belly, that its weight occafioned it td 
hang down between his knees • and not 
having a proper foundation to fupport 
it, was, with every hidtion continually 
on the fwag. He was a cheerful fellow, 
however, as fat men generally are, and 
was appointed prefident of the fociety, 
as filling the great chair bed:. He has* 
been known in a warm evening to yiel^ 
a quart of liquid fat, that propped in tht 
courfe of a few hours, from the pendant 
part of his belly into a pan placed between 
his legs. When he rode, he wore a paif 
of bucklkin breeches, whofe waiftband 

reached 
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reached to his bofom, which had a line 
bf 17 buttons^ and his waiftcoat floping 
dfFfrom the fecond button of this enor^ 
mous waiftband above, gave him a droll 
appearance. Others were of another 
tafl", but 'equally laughable. Of the 
lean club, Drybones was a finewy mof-^ 
tal, more like a dryed preparation of 
a dead inufcular fubjecl:, than a living 
xmc; his joints cracked as he moved, and 
ivhcn he chanced to gape^ it was alwayii 
with fear^he Ihould not be able tociofc 
.bin mouth again. He had a very fpare 
liungry countenance with hard features, 
truly the index of a fretful difcontcnted 
mind, and though he was near fix feet 
high, he did not weigh more than nine 
fione, Weezen was, on the other hand, 

rather 
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rather the fhadow of a man than other- 
wife, fcarce reached five feet in height, 
and weighed under fix ftone. His voice 
was Ihrill and pining, and nature hav- 
ing deprived him of that fieftiinefs be- 
hind, that feats a man at his eafe, he 
was obliged to fupply its want by a thick 
quilting in his breeches. Hedtic, was a 
confumptive man, with high (harp 
check-bones, fo weak and tottering in 
his frame, that you might blow him 
down ; a continual cough fufiufed his 
eyes with tears, and between them 
and his mouth, his handkerchief was 
always employed. . The general charac- 
ter of the members of the fat club, was 
heartinefs, conviviality, and mirth ; 

that 
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that of the lean club, peeviftinefs, ill- 
nature and mifery. 



CHAP. VIII. 



Tl^Y friend Will, had very few ac- 
quaintances in London but was 
making frefli tv^ry day, and the hotel 
where he lodged gave him many oppor- 
tunities. Having little to employ him, 
and waiting for the arrival of Mifs Rafpe, 
hcTell in with threeor four extraordinary 
charadlers, that perhaps to a man of 
his obfervation and the knowledge and 
entertainment he drew from them, was 

more 
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mote thafi fell to his ftiare. Among 
thefe were Mr. Spatter, Tom Rattle, 
Dick Dangle, Sir Lucius Vapour, 
Jack Lattitat, and others. 

Spatter was a communicative prating 
fellow, that loved to entertain you with 
the chit-chat of the town. He had the 
entree of every houfc, and of courie 
knew what was doing in every fafhion- 
able family; he would talk big with the 
men, and fmall with the women, and 
thus would make free with the charaifters 
of thofe he knew ; and like all goflips, 
accommodate himfelf to all parties. In 
ftiort, he was a true nule goffip. He had 
promifed my friend Will, to introduce . 
him at Brdokes'S; was, according to his 

own 
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Dwn- dccourtt,' intimate with evety 
tonilh man there, and coiild enfure abal« 
lot in his favour. Brookes' s was a place 
where Ramble Was delirous of admiffion, 
and relied on Spatter for an introduc- 
tion ; one day he afked him if he had 
ptrt up his name at Brookes's according 
to his proimife. Spatter, who, by the 
bye, had no admiffioh there himfcif/ 
but only boafted of the honor to give? 
him a degree of TvH, fcarce fcrifew how^ 
f o parry this . direft qiicftibli— — *> 
*• Brookes's, my dear Colonel (faid he) 
** is not as it was. When that fubfcription 
^rcoiififted only of the firft charadlers 
** in the kingdom, it woa an honour to 
^ be fe^ among them*; but fince they 
*' ha v^ admitted all the riff-raff of the 
1 «' town. 
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*' town, it is difrqjutablc to be fccn in 
« the Society/' 

To tell you a fecret, I mean to 
withdraw my own name. •* Come, 
** come, (fays Ramble,) this is only a 
« polite get off,'* " No— upon my honor** 
•^ (returned Spatter) — " well then, if you 
^* muft have it — I did propofe you, but 
*'fuch is the capricioufnefs of men, 
••that thoiugh you ftand w^ell with the 
" world ; though the fubfcription con-- 
5' iifts of near 400 members ; though I 
" made all the friends^ I could, and that 
•* among the leading men. Lord Ran- 
*'dom. Count Trifle, Sir JefFery Lounge, 
" and many others ; yet"....Ramble out 
ot patience with this round-about ftory, 

faw 
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law through it, and anticipated what 
Spatter was unwilling to declare, by fay^ 
ing " he fuppofcd he was black-balled I ** 
^ even fq, (returns Spatter flirugging) 
V but no matter, don't be uneafy ; I mean 
^^ to quit it myfelf, — and if ever I put my 
•'name up a fecond time— they may 
?^ black-ball me and welcome.*' — ^^ Un- 
«• eafy! (cried Ramble) You miftake 
^ me quite if you fuppofe me uneafy—* 
'['It would ill become a man of fenfei 
« to be hurt at fuch an -event; — -I af- 
"fure you 1 rejoice at it/*— Rejoice i 
•* (fays Spatters) — ^" Yes, rejoice, (re^ 
^ turns Rkml^le) rejoice to learn there are 
4« four hundred men in the worlds fo 
«' much better than niyfel£** 
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•* This bufinefs fctded> (fays Spatter jf 
^ tell me. Colonel, how you are difpofed 
•' diis evening. There'j^a rout at Lady 
•»Daftiit's, to which I have a card 
^ of invitation ; if you are for a party of 
•* half-crown whift, I'll introduce you ; 
•' Her Ladylhip's a lively woman, and 
•rwill be happy to fee any friend of 
'• mme/'— « I think, (replied Ramble} 
*' I have heard of this Lady. Is not Ihe 
"a learned woman ; a woman of great 
/^' reading ? Is not Dangle acquainted 
** with h^?'*~** Dangle, (fays Spatter) 
^•is, entrenous^ as great a fool as her 
••Ladylhip; Ihe wiflies to pafs with 
•* the world for a woman of erudition ; 
•* but ... .1 fay no more ; it's a good 
? houfc of rendezvous j — you'll fee a 

f great 
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^gresit deal of world there; and if 
•* you*ll go ril introdu<!e you. Name 
^ yourhour^ and III call for you^ and take 
** you in my carriage.*' — ^^ I fuppofc, 
^ (returns Ramble) nine will be a good 
^ hour; if you'll call upon me then« 
-^ you'U^find «nc at home/* 



CHAP. IX. 

TXOLLY Whip/I have obferved, had 
a little notion of mufic, and fui^ 
prettily, which {he was induced to at^ 
4end to, more than ordinary, from an 
opportunity it gave her of being more 
frequently in company with Charles 
,F 2 Simple 
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Simple and his filler. Her mother wasp 
a plain woman^ but forefaw the ill cf^ 
£^ds it might producej and liked nei->^ 
ther the amufement nor the company 
it led her into. — ^^'Tk intolerable, Dol- 
•My, (faid ihe one day} to fee you 
** Ipending half your time, drumming on^ 
^' that wooden box, playing the fool up 
5* and down, and aifUqg, asyoudo;**(for a 
tafte for finging led her alfo to afting, 
and (he would occafionally take off the 
fingers on the ftage.) ** This enthufi- 
«* afm of your father's, in mufic, plays, 
•« and the like, mufl: end in his juinr 
«' and it ill becomes a girl of your for- 
•« tune to be thus wafting your time:** 
And on her faying, in return, (he Ihould 
like, of all things, to be an adrefs; 

would 



would rate her with, " Huffy, do yoi]^ 
«* know what an adxefs is ?" — ^' Yes, 
•^ Mamma; (fays fhe) there are a great 
^' many lords and ladies adlreffes now» 
" Mufic and acflingjMifsSimple fays, arc 
«* all the mode; nothing elfe is talked, 
•* of. The newfpapers don't tell us^ 
^/ that Mifs Such-a-one of ten.thoufand 
'* pounds fortune, and Mifs Such-a-one,^ 
^* of twenty thoufand, is arrived in town, 
•* or has left it ; but they are continually 
<* fpeaking of the mufical people. — Sto- 
«^ race is engaged at the opera-houfe j^ 
*' Marchefi is gone to Italy; Rubinelli 
•^ is to fupply his place. Why, Mamma^^ 
y thefe opera-fingers muft be much 
** coveted, when they are fent for fo 
" far to entertain us. Mifs Simple fays, 
F3 kings 
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^ kings can make dukes^ gcntnls^ andt 
'* admirals^ but no one can make opera** 
*' fingers but the pope ; I afked her 
•^ how that was, but fhc would not tell 
•*me. Now, Mamma, letmealkyou, 
" whether my finging does not con- 
•* llantly bring a great deal of good 
•* company to our houfe, that turns 
•'out to Papa's benefit?"— And on 
the mother's faying, *< Yes; com- 
•« pany that will ruin him, if they don't 
"ruin youi** flie went on, ** They 
^ are too complaifant to ruin mej you 
«« can't conceive what- fine things they 
*« fay to me, and are always on their 
«« knees, kifling my hand, and praifing 
•« my beauty. Count Bragoni fays I 
f^am an angels Baron Brigel a divi-« 

nityj 
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^* nity 5 * the Chevalier calls me a CecU 
*' lia; and Sir Michael Molaffea de^ 
^ Clares my breath is fweeter than a 
f * fugar-cane ; Mr. A. calls me enchant- 
** ings Mr. B* is in raptures with my ■ 
*• eyes; Mr. C. with my fhapej one 
** with my ^^teeth ; another with my 
** neck ; and another with the fmall of 
** my leg/* 

Her mother, who had, during this 
longfpeech, been indfftiioufly darning 
her daughter's apron^ coidd bear it no 
longer; fhe reddened up, took her 
fpecflacles off her nofe, and cried, 
«* Hold your nonfenfe, girl, with your 
^* A's, your B*s, and your C's; you may 
^ run through the whole alphabet at 
F4 f'thi$ 
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f^ this rate;— you feem to have becrl 
!* pradifing thefe expFcffions.*** 

Such was the fimpKcity of this girl; 
and it is eafy to fee how ready a prey 
ihe would become to the delpoiler. 
Jt was fortunate flie fell not into worfe 
hands than Charles Simple. Well 
might Mrs. Whip upbraid her hufband 
with his mufical infatuation ; well 
lanight fhe fay, to him, "You are hot 
^* aware of thet^Stenfequences ; this mu-i 
?* fie will not only be the ruin of your 
^' daughter, but of yourfetf ; you are 
•^furrounded with a parcel of fharpers^^ 
«^ that eat, and drink, and live in the 
•* houfe, and never think of payings* 
«They watch your child's fortune #? 

^' 'tia 



Jf*tis their whole bufijiefs, , There's 
«* Mils Simple has already, turned her 
f^ brain ; ihe is as reftlefs as her tongue^ 
•* and is too bufy not to be hatching 
** fome fcheme or other. She promifed 
•* yefterday to pay off her bill, inftead 
«* of that fhe is paying you off with 
^mufic. I hate thefe mufical notear,^ 
*« I'd rather have one tank^noit than a 
«' thoufand of them.** 

As Mrs. Whip forefaw, the fnare laid 
for her daughter took effeci:> fhe eloped 
a few days after, with Charles and his 
iifter, to Calais, without waiting for 
the Colonel's pecuniary afliftance, and 
the young couple were; there married. 
My friend Will enquired into the: fe- 
Fs quel^ 
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quel, and found it had ended as it was 
planned. Mrs Simple wrote to herfa^ 
ther ; the fam fas was forgiven, and 
Charles became matter of her fortune. 
It is not every adventure that ends fa 
well. 
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QPATTER caned on WillRamMei 

and conveyed him to Lady Dalh* 

it's, where he was agreeably entertained^ 

This lady was the widow of Sir 
Bimaby IMxit, a fugaj>baker^ in Pud« 

dingfT 



{ 107 ) 

ding-lane. She was very much con^ 
fined during the life of her hufband^ 
whofe whole thoughts were centered in 
his bufinefs; and thus became, what, in 
the city, they call a monied man; but, 
poor fellow, no fooner was he laid in his 
gi^ve, than his widow, {then between 
forty and fifty) became jiofflefled of the 
whole of his fortune, and being the 
daughter of a city knight; (a little more 
refined in his notions, and who fufFered 
his family to figure away at Pewtercr's- 
hall; and the Manfion^houie, on the 
two high city fefl:ivals) imbibed a Ipirit 
of gentility, and fet out afrefli in life, 
by taking a houfe at the weft end of the 
town. She was a very vain, weak wo- 
man, and- nothing hurt that vanity more 
F 6 thaa 
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than the admiration, a niece of her*s,b55 

her hulband's fide, received fr6m the 

gentlemen that vifited at her houfe^ 

for this young kdy, being an orphan, 

,was placed witlv Lady Dafhit,, at the 

age of fixteeni and continued with her 

after ihe bccapxe miftrefs of her fortune, 

which axnc^lPted to thirty thoufand 

poimds in the fluids^. Mifs Trevor, for 

that was her name, was an amiable 

young kdy of great female accomplifh- 

ments, wkh a moderate Ihare of beauty, 

and renowned for her modefty and 

prudent deportment*. 

Ramble, had he not loft his heart be- 
fore, would efFeftually have done it on 
his firft introdudion. at Lady Dafliitfs i 
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for he often declared, had he not mef 
with Mifs Rafpe^and made propofals of 
marriage to her, he fhould inftantly 
have become Mifs Trevor's admirer. 

Philolbphers fay; in accounting for 
love at firft fight, that there is a certain 
tmanaticMi flowing from the human 

^ heart, forming as it were an atmofphere, 
round the frame of every individual^ 
that, like the property of the loadftone, 
has an attradive and repellent power ; 
and that when two of different fcxes meet 
fpnear, as to be within the circle of that 
emanation, this magnetic power ope- 

" rates in a Icfs or greater degree, and oc- 
caficms, what we either call love or diC- 
guft; but where fuch emanation of cor- 

reijpondiiig 
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xefponding hearts exifts, there is a mu- 
tual fympathy of foul. — Whether this 
be true in the prefent cafe, I will not fay, 
but my friend Ramble was very much 
taken with Mifs Trevor, and Mifs Tre- 
vor verymuchfmitten with him:; 

'* And their eyes told cacK other 
** What neither dare name." 

There were aflembled a large group 
of people, of almofl: all defcriptions, 
both men and women; among the 
former were Ned Saunter and Dick 
Dangle, of whom I ftiall fpeak more 
hereafter. * 

>Jot liking, to play at cards, lie be-, 
came one of a fmall party, who was 
liftening to an extraordinary converfa- 
tion that took place between Lord Ran*. 

dom 
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aom and the elder Mifs Gadabout, a 
lady about thirty years of age, who 
feemed to try who fliould have the beft 
of the argument on afubjeft of gallantry* 
Mifs Gadabout obferving to Lord Ran- 
dom, that he came very late ; " I Ihould 
•* have been here an hour ago,f(faid he) 
^» had it not been for two foolifti letters, 
^« from two foolifh women, which were 
** brought me at the very moment I was 
5^ ftepping into my carriage. I have no 
5« conception how they knew I was 
^ come to town; for I arrived only the 

« day before.*' ^^*0h, I can tell you, 

« ((aid Mifs Gadabout, archly) you fent 
«« to them.** Lord Random did not re-, 
ceive tWs rebuke with that pleafantry, 
he ought, but ill*naturedly replied, 

«*Your 
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^^ Your remark would be a juft one, did 
•« not the ladies, in this- polite age, fave 
" the gentlemen that ceremony, by tak- 
** ing the trouble of finding out their ar* 
** rival themfelves/' 

In fliort, Mifs Gadabout's keen reply 
difconcerted Lord Random fo much^ 
that he turned from her, and addrefled 
his converfation to other ladies, to whoni 
he related fo many anecdotes, degrading 
to the fex, that they muft have ha,d 
more than common good temper to 
liften to him* Mift Gadabout wa3 
made acquainted with this, and took 
him to talk for it. " Da you think it 
«» generous. My Lord, (faid flie] to 
^< fpeak fo lightly ofj^ and defame the 

** womca 
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, *« women you are pleafed to lay yotr 
•' have loved ?"— " Were / not indiC. 
/' creet. Madam, (returned his Lordfliip) 
*' thoy would be fo themfelves. HsLve 
** I then no claim on their gratitude for 
•* fparing them the neceffity of it) 
.** For one woman who wiflies to keep 
*' her amour a fecret, there are thou- 
" fands that glory in making it public/* 
" That cenfure. My Lord, (faid Mifi 
Gadabout) " is too fevere. Though 
5' there are women that are not virtuous^ 
*' it does not follow that fuch women 
** are libertines. You paint them in 
/'fuch bad colours that one would 
<' think they furrendered as foon as at*- 
« tacked." — « There are. Madam, 
;(returne*d his Loidibip} '^ unluckily^ 

"fo 
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^ fb many examples in fuppoit of my 
•* opinion, that it is more ridiculous to 
^' think it falfe, than ill-natured to be- 
** lieve it true/' — ^* As your Lordlhip, 
(retorts Mifs Gadabout) " fpeaks your 
** thoughts fo freely, I wonder at the 
** fblly of thofe women who have placed 
"their happinefs in your conftancy, 
" and trufted their fame to your difcre- 
•• tion. What arts did your ^Lordlhip 
«* make ufe of to make fuch dupes of 
« them?" — ** Arts ! Madam, (anfwered 
his Lordlhip, examining himfelf from 
head to feet) •' I have no hypocrify^ 
♦* truft me ; I leave that to thofe lefs in- 
•' debted to nature. The vanity of the 
«* women, ^/^adam, has been my con- 
«« ftant friend. Through this, and this 

« alone^ 
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^ alone, I have always found the way 
^ to their hearts. The honour of being 
♦« courted by a man of gallantry and 
•* rank, is> with many, a fufficient mo- 
•* tive, not even to wait the declaration 
«« of our fentiments/* Mils Gadabout 
Could fcarce keep her temper, but ftill 
wifhed to let him down in the eyes of 
thofe who were Irftening to the conver- 
fation. She told his Lordfhip fhe was 
fure, from his aflcrtions, if there was 
truth in them, that he could only have 
aflbciated with bad company. *« If 
^ you make no diftindlion, (replied his 
^ Lordfhip) between the woman who 
**has a lover, and the woman not- 
«* ed for her libertinifm, I will con- 
?* fefs I keep only bad company; for, 

^ among 
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»* among all the women of my ac^ 
•' quaintancc, I do not know one, wha 
«' either is not, or has not been in love.'% 
5' Love ! (cries Mifs/martly)How eafily. 
*' you proftitute that word ! — Can youc 
** Lordfhip truly fay that you have 
** been loved, or was ever in love your^ 
«* felf ?'• — " I neither r^», (anfwercd he) 
•* nor will I fay any fuch thing. Love 
^* is a paflion unknown in the great 
<* world ; and I do not fee what we lofc 
«' by being ftrangers^ to it. I call love a 
^' pleafure, or the art of infpiring de- 
*' fires and of living a happy life; foi* 
«* the heart ought never to be laid unde^ 
" reftraints. I am always tempted tq 
*' turn inconftant, when I perceive ^ 
•* woman ftudies to captivate me."*-5 

"Hovif 
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** How would you behave, (alked Mifi 
*• Gadabout) if you difcovered that the 
** objed of your love was inclined to in« 
•'fidelity ?"— '' I would, if ppffible, (faid 
** he) be before-hand with her/'— . 
•'Delightful!" {faid Mifs Gadabout) 
** And yet there have been women who 
^ have thought you amiable?** — «' I 
•' (hould be more furprized, (returned 
*' his Lordftup) if they had not loved 
^* me for thofe very defers you con- 
•' demn ; efpecially when they find we 
" glory in fuch defedls, merely to coun- 
•• tenance their whims,their caprices,and 
•' their levity. Wc are inconfl-ant. Are 
*« they lefs faithlefs ? Do they not fludy 
•« rather to create defires in the men^ than 
^' ejleem? Refleft a moment, and you 

'' will 
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« will not find fingularity cither in mjr 
«« condudt or my manner of thinking.** 
At this Mifs Gadabout lifted up her 
eyes, and advifed his Lordlhip never 
to pay his addrefles to a woman of fehfe^ 
as he never could be happy in an at- 
tempt to pleafe her. Lord Random was 
even with her, for he told her with a 
fneer, that he was afraid he never fliould 
have occafion to remember her advice. 

LadyDafliit feemed to ogle almoft 
all the men, was jealous of the admira- 
tion paid to MifiTrevor, and made her- 
felf truly ridiculous. Ramble being here 
introduced, he obtained the enfr/e of 
the houfe, became frequently a vifitor^ 
jand was always well received. 

Spatter 
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Spatter gave him to underftand that 
Dangle was an admirer of Mifii Trevor ; 
but this did i^t ffarike him at that time» 
though afterwards he was made better 
acquainted with it. 

Spatter called on him the next mom« 
ing, to talk over the amufements of the 
evening before^ and gave him a concilia 
but ill-natured hiftory of all the com- 
pany. He laid that Mifs Trevor was a 
lineal; that Dangle was a happy man, 
for he was feen to Ileal out of Lady 
Dafhit's houfe, one morning, at day* 
break, unpowdered^ and in diihabille. 
Report fays, (continued he) that he came 
out at the parlour-window, for her 
Ladyfhip always keeps the key of the 

ftreet- 



( wo ) 

ftrect-door, at night,in her own cuftody ; 
and that Mils Trevor concealed him^ till 
the company were gone^ behind one of 
the window-curtains* 

Ramble, with a degree of indigna- 
tion, faid, (he was a modeft, wclI-be^ 
haved young lady; and he had too 
good an opinion of her to give credit to 
£ich a report ; that ht was quite ena-- 
moured with her, and could not bear to 
Ijiear a ftory propagated fb much to her 
difadvantage, in which he was pcrfuaded. 
there was not the leaft fliadow of truth. 

«« Miftake me not. Colonel, (fays Spat^ 
** ter, confufed) I do not mean to fay 
^thc fadis fo; I only give it as a, 

«*rq)ort— 
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«* report God forbid it fliould gain 

*' ground to her difcredit. To befurc 

** Mifs Trevor . . . will . . . certainly Ihc 

** is a very lovely girl. But furely, 

** Colonel, you don't think of her as a 
** wife ? She'll make a horrid bad one; 
" for, admitting the whole of the ftory 
«' refpeding Dangle not to be true, I'll 
•* be fworn there's fomething in it ; for 
** her houfe is become the rendezvous 
<« of all the young fellows about town. 
" Rap-rap-rap ; rap-rap-rap — Damme, 
«' if the knocker is not always agoing. 
«* but I don't wonder at it ; flies will be 
" buzzing in the, funfhinc ; I Ihall be 
«* rapping at her myfelf, before it is 
<* long. 

> 
Vol. I. G CHAP. 
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CCARCE had Spatter left the room, 
but in came Jack Latitat, fplaftied, 
and out of breath ; •' D-mn it ! (fays he) 
*' I have given two of thekeeneft blood- 
f* hounds the fineft run, through St. 
<' James's Park, imaginable ; and thrown 
«' them quite off their fcent, after a cir- 
^' cuit of twenty minutes, in which I 
^« was but a few yards before them. 
*• I led them through the cloifters of St. 
^* James's houfe, but of one court into 
«* another ; fo from the Stable-yard into 
w the Park again. At thePalace I loft fight 

« of 
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« of them, as great men there, general- 
*' ly do their followers. Had they kept me 
*^ in view, into the Park again, Pd have 
*5 run them hard up Conftitution-hill, 
^' and would have been bound to have 
*' knocked them up, before they reached 
*' the Park-gate. I keep myfelf in wind 
•* on purpofe.— I never enjoyed a chafe 
*' fo much in my life. It poured fo fad 
•^ from the heavens tliat all the Park 
«' was in motion, fo that our running 
*' was not noticed.'* — '* By the cmbroi- 
^ dery, and fpangIes,on your coat, (faid 
" Ramble) I fuppofe, they were Cuf- 
^« tom-houfe oflSccrs, in purfuit of con- 
•♦ traband goods. You would have been 
« a fine feizure!** — '* Cuftom-houfe 
«ofl5ccrs> Pfoith! (returned Jack) not 
G z a^bit ; 
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** a-bit ; not a-bit ; the dogs that chafed 
** me were true blood, up to the very nofe 
*' of them ; — nothing lefs than Sheriffs 
** officers. Do you know I lodge in 
'* Spring Gardens, in the verge of the 
** court, and when any man thinks pro- 
** per to take out a writ againft me, I 
^ foon make him lick of it ? Thefe 
^ fellows won't long follow a man that 
«^ gives them much trouble; and I never 
*• fail to give them enough of it. When- 
•* ever I find myfelf befet, I give the 
^ rafcals a chace or two through the 
•* Parks, and they have done with me.'* 
"And why all this? (replied Ramble) 
•' Your fether left you a pretty fortune, 
«* enough to live handfomely upon. I 
« fee no reafon why you ihould be thus 

«« con* 



( t^S ) 

*' continually running the gauntlet, and 
"keeping yourfelf in hot water.*'— 
•* Love it of all things, (retorted he) 
" 'tis the joy of my life; befides. Will, 
«' fuch kind of reafoning betrays in you, 
*' a want of world. You pretend to 
** have more knowledge, and forefight 
^ into things, than other men ; I tell you 
** you have le/s, — a d— mned deal lefs." 
•* Sure, (returned Ramble) there can 
" be no knowledge or forelight in run- 
'* ning in debt, and being afraid of a 
•* bailiiffl" — '' Not only knowledge and 
^* forefight, (replied he) my dear friend j 
«* but a great deal of prudence, and a 
** great deal of difcretion/* — " The de- 
*» vil*s in it, (replied Ramble) warmly, 
«* if there can be any difcretion in run- 
G 3 *' ning 
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'• ing tip a debt you will never be able 
^' to pay ; that will tend to the injury of 
** your creditors, and make your own 
•* heart ach !'\— "Phfliaw ! Will (an- 
•' fwered he) that's begging the quef- 
" tion. You are a bad philofopher ; 
•' and, of courfe, a bad reafoner. *Ti9 
*' want of principle that makes many 
«' men run in debt, but it is love of pritt'* 
« cipal that leads me to it. My father 
'« kft me twenty thoufand pounds. 
« What is that to maintaina gentleman? 
« The moft I can make of it is one 
" thoufand pounds a year ; a poor prin- 
^ cipal for a man to figure away with, 
«in thefe expenfive times! It won't 
•^ half do it ; and a man may as well do 
«Vn©thiiig> a^ da it by haivesu Now, 

*' my 
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*' my plan is to double my principal^ by 
•' borrowing twenty thoufand pounds 
•' of the world, putting it out to ufe^ 
" and making my income two thou-^ 

" fand a year, inftead of one."^ 

*' How ! — What !— It's all a paradox^ 
" ({aid Ramble.) " This, my dear Will^ 
" (refumed he) is a proof that / have 
«• knowledge and forefight, and that ^^« 
«♦ have none. For example j (and put- 
•• ting the fore finger of hi» right hand; 
•« with a degree of felf-confcquence up. 
" on, and preffing gently the infidc of 
«* the thumb of hii left hand) with a little 
«< of that knowledge and fwefight you 
*' recommend to me, you will find, by 
*' calcuIatioD,'^that as two and two make 
•* four, if one twenty thoufand pounds 
G4 *' produce 
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•• produces one thoufand pounds a year 
** intereft, twice the fum will produce 
" two thoufand pounds ; and if I can't 
** live upon one thoufand pounds a year, 
"I may upon two.'* — " Gk)on", (faid 
Ramble, full of thought and atten- 
tion to his reafoning. " Now, (con- 
" tinued he) this fecond twenty thou- 
•' fand pounds I am borrowing ''of the 
*' world.'* — ^«*That isto fay, (interrupted 
*f Ramble) you arc running in debt."— 
«' ExaAly fo (replied he) and I am as 
** eager to get into debt, as thoufands 
•* would be to get out o{ it. I labour 
«V hard ; ftrain every nerve ; ranfack my 
•^imagination ; nay, fometimes, con- 
": trary to my natural difpofition, I ufc 
«« artifice, cunning, and make it my 
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*' ftudy to get into debt, and, for the 
^ foul of me, cannot efFeft it. There'iJ 
*' Dick Thoughtlefs, d— mn me, if he 
«* was not five thoufand pounds in debt 
•' before he knew where he was ; but 
** he has knowledge by inftindt ; and, 
^ like all the monkies of the age, poC- 
•» fefles cunning, without the art of 
^ communicating it* I have been run- 
^ ning in debt thefe three years, and 
** have not been able to owe five thou^ 

•* fand yet. Oh, I am an un- 

^ hicky dog F Had my father brought 
•* me up a merchant, I might have got 
•• twenty thoufand pounds in debt in fix 
" months; but it is the miiSfortune of 
^ gentlemen, that, though the good-na- 
^ nafured part of the world are well diH- 
G4 *'pofed 
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*^ (fed to them, and require but Kttfe ap-* 
'* licatipn ; w^ are fuch blockheads a» 
^ not to know how to apply to theiH. I 
*• hope, hpwever, to acccwplilh nfiy pur- 
^ pofe before I am two yc^vs older* I 
«* was lucky enough, the other day, be* 
«* iiig in good credit, to towh Bobi 
•^ Cqrkfcjfew, the hardwwCJWan, &>t 
'* fifteen hundred poundsworth of Bir-^ 
<^ mingham goods, which I have con^ 
« fi^ed to. a friend, in Portugal, aacl 
*« ain to haye my ijemittanccs in wine,, 
•i vrhich l^ajlre^ifly difpofi?©/ aaxojig, 
«^ my o^nfipiefld^. So yw fee, Will^ I 
•*h*YQ 9 IWtk fpaj^t^ring for tradci. 
'^•Nccfjffity' Ips. »o %j^ fey the Latia 
^^OTCfb, wd Q^y- i^thietr little ftudied 
^ hk fc^'ft i»t«8«A> Vhf » he n^de a 

••gentleman: 
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^ gentleman of him ; for, had he put 
•* me into a good wholefale buiinefs,. 
•* with twenty thoufand pounds^ I ftiould: 
^ have been worth a plumb before thi»^ 
« time.*' — " Pojfeffed of one, my dear 
** Jack, you might have been, but, not 
•* worth one ;. (returned he) for ik) monr. 
** can be wovth what he cannot calk 
«*hisown«" — ^l deny the conduiion- 
•* (retorted he) Every man is wocth 
^ what he can make ufe of. The fafcaE 

. •• withotrt/r/W/p/^, is zworMefp man;: 
•♦ birt the weik-meaningmafH wkh prim^' 
<< cipal, kamanof zit^/ib, and tii«fe« 

. ^i^aicz worthy, m^n^ Thal:^ logic; £ 

«* fancy, my diear Wili> I fhalL beat you 

•^alli holkwf in. argument." Though- 

lUuiibkabhaKredliis<coiidtt(%y be coiikK^ 

&6> nofii: 



( 132 ) 

not but fmile at his reafoning^ and beg-r 
ged him to (hew him, in what fenfe of 
the word he was a well-meaning man ; 
for, that being the major of his argu- 
ment, if the major was overthrown, the 
conclufion was deftroyed. *' By welU 
*' meaning, (faid he) is underftood a 
« man who means well. Now I accept 
" of credit, with all the good intentions 
** in the world, to eafe the fools of their 
" ufelefs money, encourage tradie, ferve 
** myfelf, and do credit to my family 
"and connexicms. Every man who 
" lends me> in thia. ftyle, charges a pro- 
« fit .proportionable.to the extent of ere- 
'« dit he gives; and will never be angry 
« with me, if he gets his money at laft. 
<*, If he did not thus lend it to me,^ he 

•* wouldj^ 
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^ would, perhaps, fquandcr it j but, 
^* by difpofing of it in the manner I thus 
^^ draw it from him, if I fliould never 
** be able to pay him in the courfe of 
*^ my life, he will find it in my treafury 
*'at my death/' — '* Then you do not 
*' fquander, and diffipate the money you 
*« thus get upon credit? (faid Ramble} 
'' Oh, Will, Will ! (cried he, laying his 
palm of his hand ga>tly on my friend's 
forehead, andfmiling on him, with a 
kind of pitiable contempt) ^' Thou 
" do'ft want forefight indeed ! If I 
^ fquandered it, I (hould be a wortblefs 
*• man, and not a man oi worth. Why, 
<« I hoard it for them ; I am their Banker i 
'^ a current of public money thus runs 
« through my ihopj and, furcly, for 

«*this 
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«« this care airf attetttionr, I have Its^ grear 
«* right to the intermit of that money, as^ 
^ a banker h^ to d>c intereft of the- 
•*ca(h ^pofited in his houfe." — ^*'I 
<« grant yoUj^ (returned Ramble) if, like- 
« a banker, you could return the calh 
«« when called oa."-— ^* Bad reafoning- 
•♦ agjun. Win. (retorted he) They do» 
•'•not want it back,, for a great length of 
^ time. It h the l<Mig credit they give^, . 
^ that juftifies their enormous charge^.* 
^ Why does^ a breeiches^oraker chacge: 
•^ two guineas and a half for a pair o£ 
<^ buckikin broecbe*^. that: be could,. ont» 
«f prwnptr pajraent, afford to fell for^ 
«h^ the motley? k ia> becaufc this; 
«« knave qhoo&s^ to fend me hifli mon/er^ 
L^ and. da»aad«i an. «nprj«ous, iittcreft;, 

J* through 
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^ through a fear of my never returnii^ 
«* it« Now, if I never return it, it 
•* is but the biter bit, or the fool caught 
•* in his own trap. On the contrary, if 
*^ldo pay him, no matter when, at my 
^ death> or otherwife, two-thirds of hi* 
** bill ; I pay him> perhaps, contrary ta> 
^ his expectation, with an ample profit*. 
^ If he receives the whole of his biU> he> 
<« gets cent per cent, and has realon to» 
^ revere my memoiry asr long a^ he Uves^ 
•♦ 014 Stay<|ape,.^e T^ylof,. of Cawfl*^ 
^' Gktfden, ws» never worth a ^o^ty t^ 
^ thedeatHof the firft Bullae oCQim^^> 
^ land; but, as feon as he got the mo^ 
t< ney.>the Prince owed him,, and which, 
^ he waa fea;£it he never O^ould.getj^ W 
^Uv€;dIiteaP4:U>5ebiraffiU', kcj?t his^ 
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« girl, a poft-chaifeand four, and a fnug 
" box in the country, and drank claret." 
" But there are men. Jack, (replied 
** Ramble) that will not wait till you 
«< die. What then?'" — «' I fcramble 
** through life, f fays he) with fuch, as 
<c well as I can ; and flop the mouth of 
««a gaping creditor with part of his 
« money : take up credit with B. to pay 
** it to C. and run them occafionally up 
« Conftitution-hill, till they are out of 
*« breath. Something may happen, in 
*« the chapter of accidents, to get rid 
^ of fuch rafcals before ; a good round 
*« legacy ; a place at court ,• or a rich 
c< wife; (but this (hould be my laft re- 
«i fource) and, if difappointed, after all, 
^ the forty thouftnd pound (lock, at my 

^dcath 
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** death, will balance the whole- Thus 
« you fee, my dear Will, that your 
** friend Latitat, is neither fo diffipated, 
*' or fo wor thief s a being, as you are apt 
«' to conceive him ; and, if he runs in 
«« debt, it is froni a love of principal , as 
" I faid, and not from a want of it. 
'< What would become of the F— xs, the 

♦* H— -^res, and Sh ns, of the 

".Age> ^vas it not for the good nature 
.*^ of the trading pare of this kingdom, 
*' who are always at work for them ; 
«who make them a tender of their 
« property, almoft unaiked, and who 
M are only unhappy when they do not ac- 
<^ cept of it ? I only wifh foch men 
^^ could lay their hands upon their hearts, 
** and fey they borrowed it, upon the 

<(famc 
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" fame principle that I do." Logical, 
fophiftical, and clufivc, a£ Jack's rea- 
foning was. Ramble could not but ad- 
mire the ingenuity of it. 

How apt are we to reafon ourielvcs? 
into the belief of things we wifli; and 
reconcile ourfelveSj^ by fallacious argu- 
ments, to faults and errors confonant to 
our difpoiition«. Such is the perver ficy 
of human nature, that though we wifli 
to ftand well with thf world, and though 
we covet the good opinioB of thofe wo 
are acquainted with> w^ have i»t fefo^ 
lu^ion to conte^ with our paeons, 
wd t<% in a manner that welhould com- 
iTaicnd in others; bm give way tathe 
l^as ©f a CQUrupt ;mm4» and labour ta 

deceive 
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deceive mankind by a fpecious colour- 
ing of faults. Jack's arguments were 
fallacious in the extreme. Fafhionablc 
young men, who run in debt, fquander 
as faft as they acquire, and put it out of 
their power to purfue their firft aim ; 
but, was it even poffible to increafe a 
man's income, by fuch modes as he 
talked of, it would not be only wrong; 
but iniquitous ; fuch, however, is the dif* 
pofition of theie mqn, that they arc no 
more at a lofs for a pretext^ to colour 
their bs^fe adions^ than was the wplf 
in the fable, who wanted to devour the 
lamb, pa a chikrge that fb^ had mudded 
the itxc»vfi aboYQ him. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XII. 



T A D Y Dafliit had an intriguing 
chamber-maid, whofe name was 
Bridget ; Ihe was, as is too often the 
cafe, the confidante of both the ladies : 
a froward pert huffey, courted by the 
valet of Mr. Dangle ; and had planned,^ 
in her own mind, a fcheme, that her 
fwcct-hcart Tom, fliould be introduced 
by her, to her old lady, as a man of 
rank, marry her, and thus cheat her 
of her fortune. Indeed the wcakhefi 
and vanity of Lady Dalhit, contri- 
buted not a little to the plan. « Tom 

(faid 
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( faid Bridget, one day, when he 
brought a letter from his mafter to 
her young miftrefs,)'* I long very much 
" to fee you ; I have the fineft fcheme 
" in my head that ever chamber maid 
«' devifed ;" and the following dialogue 
paffed between them. 

Bridget. You muft know that my old 
lady has lately taken it into her head to 
marry, whenever flie can find a fuitable 
match. 

Tom. What has Mifs Trevor and 
fhe quarrelled ? • 

Bridget. Quarrelled ? No, not that ; 
but Ihe has feen fo many young fellows 
dangling about my young miffrefs, that 
her old mouth waters at theni. Bridge 

fays 
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Tays flie the other day, to me, as I was 
pinning up her lappets, Mifs Trevor, 
with all her youth, and all her beauty, I 
find, would not have fo many admirers, if 
it was not for her fortune. Fortune, is 
what the young men run after now-a- 
days, and though I am a few years older 
than her, having a much better fortune, 
and a tolerable fliare of beauty, I do 
not fee, but that if I was to lay out for 
it, I might get as good a'hufband as 
ihe can • • • • 

Tom. Beauty ! (laughing) a fupcr- 
anuated, old • • . • 

Bridget. Hear me out, fool a« (he 

can .... {in an under voice) fo, fays 
I, to her ; without doubt, Ma'am, you 
mays and if you would not be difpleafed, 

I could 
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I could tell you now of a certain young 
gentleman, a manof diftindion too, that 
would be glad to have you, in pre- 
ference to all the flip-flop girls he has 
yet feen. 

T^om. And how did fhc take it? 

Bridget, juft as I expedled, faid, 

flie would one day contrive to fee him. 
Now, who do you think this young 
gentleman is ? 

9ow. I do not know. 
Bridget. Guefs. 

^om. I have not the leafl: conception. 

Bridget* No? — Ahandfome, ftreight; 

welLmadc young feliow, {eccamining 

Tom) with a jene/equy dxr^ ami as much 

bials up9n his front as yourfelf. 

Tom. 
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^om. I thank you, kindly, for the 
compliment. 

Bridget. . Can't you guefs now ? 
Tom. Not I. 

Bridget. Dull oaf, — that, though ne- 
ceffity obliges him fometimes to wear a 
caft coat, is as much of a gentleman ^^a:- 
amining Tcm again,) as any gentleman- 
valet need be. 

Tom. But ypu called him a man of 
diftindion. 

Bridget. Suppofe I did ? — There are 

men of diftindion in every clafs. / will 

diftinguifh him ; I will give him a title, 

and introducre him as a great man, and 

when he marries my lady, he Ihailgivc 

me half her fortune* 

Tomm 
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Tom. Oh, — now I underlland you. 

Bridget. You do ? And if you had 
had the underllanding of a goofe, you 
might have done fo before. I have confi- 
derod your fituation, Tom, and, as at 
beft, it is but a difagreeable one; I will 
put you upon a method of changing it. 

Tom. I beg your pa rdon ; my fituation 
is far from being a difagreeable one ; to 
a filly fellow, I own it is a troublefome 
employment ; but, to a lad of fpirit, 
it is full of charms. A fuperior genius 
that goes t3 fervice, does not confine 
himfelf to the menial offices of his em- 
ploy; he goes iiit6 a family to com-- 
mand, rather than to oiey ; he begins by 
ftudyinghis mafter; he accommodates 

Vol. I. H himfelf 
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himfelf to his foibles, gains his confix 
dencCj and thus leads hin^i by the nofe. 

Bridget. Impudence! Well, but as a 
good fortune is ftill better, and as you 
are afmart fellow, Tom, and don't ifrant 
for afliirance, I have fixed upon you 
to court my miftrefs. 

Tbw, confidering. That can't be— . 
no ; I can't poflibly think of it — — 
I am engaged to you. 

Bridget. Suppofe you are, — and 
fuppofe I let you off: if we marry, as 
we are, we mull always be fcrvants; 
but marry her and we'll divide her for- 
tune between us, and then, if you have 
that fondnefs for mc, you pretend, 
you may have mc afterwards. For as 

parfon 
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parfon . . . what d'ye call him, lays, a 
man may have as many wives as he 
will; befides, as 'tis the faftiion to live 
together in the old natural way, with- 
out being married, we may follow the 
example of our betters, and leave the ce- 
remony out of the queftion. 

Tom. True — and it fhall be fo. 
But what will the world fay ? 

Bridget. What fignifies the world ? 
The world will call us wife ; will laugh 
at her, and commend us. You fhall be 
Sir Thomas Flam, and (he fhall be My 
Lady Flam ; — but where can you 
get' a' drefs or two to appear in ? 

Tom. That's eafily fettled; I have 

an acquaintance, whofe mailer's cloaths 

H t will 
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will exadUy fitmc; that mafleris now 
in thie country, and he has accefs tothe 
wardrdbe. 

Bridget. The very thing, — but not 
a ^ord of this for your life ; I will fee 
you again loon -—> Mum's the word. 

Tom. As iilent as death -^ and with 
this kifs (kiifing her) Til feal up my 
lips. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIIL 



OTATTER had no fooner learnt that 
Ramble had a partiality for Mifs 
Trevor, but he polls to Lady Daftiit's, 
true goflip-like, to find out how ihe 
would receive die information.] He did 
not fet out on a good-natured prin^ 
ciple^ in order to give pleafure ; but 
with that ill-natured iatisfaAion, that 
meddlers feel in mortifying otheri^. 
H 3 Spatter 
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Spatter was a confummate flanderer, 
hacknied in all the ways of detradion ; 
this frequently brought him into dit- 
agreeable fituations ; but being a rank 
coward, wherever he found that he 
gave offence, he would eat his words, 
and endeavour to explain away his af- 
fertions ; and this he had fo happy a 
mode of doing, as not to lofe his ac- 
quaintance; fi^r, though be was in a 
great meafure fccn through, the new& 
be was abk to communicate, made the 
lovers of tittle-tattle wkik zt bis faults^ 
When Spatter paid his vifit at l^y 
Daihifs, (be, and Mifs Trevor were at 
work. Lady D^lhit, envious of tb<^ 
admiration Mifs Trevor met with from 
the men, had began upon the fubjed, 

" You 
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« You are a fortunate girl, (faid flie) 
" my dear Emily, to have fo many ad- 
*' mirers.*' — ^^ That depends. Ma'am, 
'^ (replied Mifs Trevor) upon opi- 
'* nion ; where a woman's vanity leads 
« her to triumph over her lovers, Ihe 
« has V certainly means to gratify that 
" vanity, more amidft' a number of 
« futtors, than when fhe has but one. 
•• But when her affedlions are fixed, a 
^-number. of objeifts can.be only a^diC^^ 
" agreeable interruption.** Lady Dafhit, 
by hcrinfinuatingjfifting nutnner, drew 
from Mifs Trevor a declaration, that 
fhe loll her heart in the firft interview 
*wich Colonel Ramble, but that flie 
feared it would be attended with no 
good confequences to her, as fhe knejv 
H 4 little 
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little either of his difpofition^ his con- 
nexions, or his lituation in life. Spat- 
ter being now announced and ufhcred, 
in, and the company feated, his firft ad- 
drefs to the ladies was, •' Your Lady- 
^ Ihip looks charmingly today ! — Mifi 
** Trevor, how divinely bright !*' 

« Full of compliments, Mr. Spatter,** 
faid Lady Dafliit. " Compliments, Ma- 
•* dam, (anfwered Spatter) is only a 
'• fafhionable word for untruths, an 
** article I never deal in, as 1 told my 
*^ Lady Bab Squeamilh, juft now, 
*' when I vras drinking a difti of cho* 
« colate with her." — ^' Pray, (fays Lady 
"Dafhit) how is her Ladylhip?*' 
*« At prefent (replied Spatter) never 

" better 



i 
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'* better in her life; though the com- 
«• pany were a little alarmed,, this mom- 
** ing, at her. fainting--for Ihe was fit- 
«« ting with her back to the fire,, which, 
«< in certain fituations, ladies, you know, 
«<^ will caufe . fiunting — - a. little frefh 
^ air, however, and axordial (fneeringj 
*^ foon brought her to herfelfl" " This 
" (obferved Lady Dalhit).,is the firft 
«^ time I ever heard .any thing injuri- 
*« ous to Lady Bab's charaifter/' " Good 
•• God, Madam, (interrupted he) don't 
«i fiippofe I advert to any thing impro- 
«• per, the younger part of the com- 
•« pany, 'tis true, Jaugh*d i but. that,. I 
<«apprehend, was owing to the awk- 

^ ward manner in which (he fell., 

f« No, Ladies, .God forbid, any thing I 
H 5 •« fhould 
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«« fiiould fay, (hould injure her ladyfhip, 
*< in your good opinion ; ftie is fuppofed 
** to have a natural averfioni to the 
*' male fex ; but this, I prefume, is 
** merely a fuppofition. If Ihe had 
«< made a flip, I Ihould be the laft per- 
« fon to divulge it : — You have heard, 
«« I fuppofe. Ladies, of Mifs Bloflbm's 
*^ elopement with my Lord Random ?^ 
« Not a fyllable,*' fays Emily. " Realiy ! 
" Good lack, I wonder at that, (re- 
« turned he) for it's been all over the 
«• town thefe two hours/' Lady Dafliit, 
fomewhat inquifitive, aflced the par- 
ticulars, 

'* Only, Madam, (continued he) that 
^« Mifs Bloffom has long had a fecret 

{^penchant 
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^'penchant for his Lordftiip, and that 
*^ Random was dull enough not f o fee 
** it; fo that Mifs Bloflbm found her^- 
!* felf under the neceffity of declaring 
•*herfelf to hina, in writii^, indirect* 
«* terms; that Lord Random im«- 
«« proved upon the hint, and took her^ 
•« off in his ch^tfe this mormi^, before 
<« the faniily was ftirring/'— •* Why, 
««' really, {(ays Enaily) . I had a better > 
"opinion of Mifs Hdffom.** " So had 
« /, Mils Trevor ; {returned Spatter) 
" fo had i, till this unhicky affair hap- 
«« pened ; for, to be fure, Mifs Bloflbm ; 
"always preferved a proper decorum'; 
" till fhe found it necejfsry to wear a 
"hoop/* "Indeed I (fays Lady Dalhk 
H6 "to 
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«• to Mifs Trevor} how wonder^Iy 
«''ftrangcallthisis!*' 

" *Tis much more fbange to me, la-* 
<< dies, (retoru he) that you fhould not 

( •' have heard of it before. I muft rc- 
«' queft, however, that you will not 
^* quote me upon the occafiim ; for Mifs 
^ Bloflbm is a young lady for whom I 
« have the highcft refpeA, and 1 would 
*< not, for the world, any thing fhould 
•• get abroad to her difcredit. I na- 

_'• turally fuppofed that you muft have 
^ heard what every one has heard, or 
««my lips would have been locked; 
•« for it is a rule with me not to be- 
f* licve half I hear; and what 1 do 

^•believe 
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*« believe, I am very cautious how I 
•* repeat:^ At this the ladies could 
not refrain froni laughing to them- 
felves. "How,Sir, (faidLady.Dafhit) 
«' does Mr. Rattle take this?**—" Mr^ 
^Rattle! (cries Spatier, recolledUng) 
^ Mr.Rattle,Ma*am ! You mean Colonel 
« Ramble!** ^ No, Sir, (returned 
«*Lady Dafliit) I mean Mr. Rattle, 
•^for, I undferlCand ffle has long re- 
**ceived his vifits*** — " I never un- 
*• derftood (continued Spatter, pon- 
" dering, and rather unhappy at mifi 
« ling fuch a piece of intelh'gence) 
«' that Rattle waited upon her. Co- 
*• lonel Ramble, indeed, pretends to be 
^ over head and cars in love with 

«her, 
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^^ her, though he never faw her abbve^ 
•* twice, (here the ladies exprefled 
•• furprifc) at leaft he has intimated. 
•«as much to me; and though he 
** wears a cockade, if I was not ac- 
^ quainted^ with his tapt^ difpoiition, . 
*• I (hould fear the ccHifequcnce would 
«« be aduel/* 

Emiiyi ftruek with emotion, at thefc ^ 
words and not being able to liften to 
language fo difrefpedful and de* 
legatory to the charader.of a gen- 
tleman, fhe was pleafed to think well . 
of; upbraided Spatter with feeming 
to infinuate a timidiiy in the Colonel, 
;ind faid^ flie thought his affedions wejre 

engaged; 
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engaged ; but was that not the cafe, 
and he was warmly attached to Mifs 
Bloflbiti, though he differs in fenti- 
ments from the rafli young men of 
the age, I beKeve him to be a gentleman 
of too much ipirit, not to refent ah 
affront. Spatter, who now found he 
had brought himfelf into a difHculty, 
ftamrtiered out, '* No, no, Mifs Tirevor, 
** I don't fay : . . You certainly. Ma'am, 
** mufl have mrfconceived me ;— I would 
«• only be underftood to infer, that Colo- 
<* nel Ramble is a man of gallantry, 
^< loves every pretty woman he fees, and 
«< courts every girl he meets ; and has 
<« too much world to draw his fword 
« for any of them,** Mifs Trevor 

could 
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could, not. but expreis her uneafine& 
at* this flory. to Lady; Da(hit» and 
Mra& ahnoft ready ta faint. 

Spatter exprefled a great deal of coiw 
eern> was ibrry for the confufion he had ^ 
occafioned, was.bufy with his fmelling* 
bottle, but chuckled, in his flecve, b^ 
having, by this emotion of Emily's, 
difcovered her. fecret fentiments . of 
Ramble, which would furnifh him 
with a gofliping tale for the whole 
week* — ^' So,f. fo^ fo^ fo, (faid he 
to himfelf ) I v'e been doing mifchief 
here,. there*s more in the wind. than 
imagined! Ramble is not fb indiffe- 
rent in.ijiis houfe a^. I. conceived--— 
Mifi Trevor, recovering, faid,,. (he 

thought 
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thought the Colonel had declared againft 
a wife. 

*' The declarations of young men, 
'Mike him» ( anfwered Spatter) are 
'' little more than wind ; for my part 
** I never r^ard any thing he fays; 
"Ramble's a good natured fellow, 
" but entr/ nous^ one of the moft 
*• idle, difiipated, unthinking, young 
«« men in the world. I have a great 
«* regard for him, and it hurts mc 
«* exceedingly, to obferve how he 
'^ goes on; though he has made a for- 
*' mal propofal to Mifs Bloflbm ; to 
'* my certain knowledge, he is pay- 
'• ing his addrefles to a youi^ lady 
at the other end of the town."— •* Sir, 

(faid 
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^ (faid Lady Dalhit, warmly) the lefs 
** you fay of Colonel Ramble the better. 
" Mifs Trevor can't bear to hear his 
^^ name mentioned/' 

Spatter^ flill at a lofs what to Cay, 
the whole being rather myftcrious to 
him ; wiftiing to get at the truth, bur 
not well knowing how, and conceiv- 
ing Ramble had given Mife Trevor 
fome offence, begged her pardon, for; 
having ftarted fo difagreeaWe a fubjcdt, 
and allowed that the Colonel wastpa 

incautious of ofFending^-i ^''I muft. 

'^own, (continued he) that Ramble 
« is apt to carry two faces/* Here 
he was wrong again. Mifs Trevor's 
eyes Iparkled with rage; «' You are 

i' the 
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•* the only one, Mr. Spatter, (faid Ihe, 
^' with fome warmth) that I cvei 
** heard fay fo ; the reverfe is rather 
*' his ch^ader ; he is too apt to fpeak 
«* what he thinks/*— r— Spatter, more 
cmbaixaffcd now than evcr^ with ^ 
kind of confiifed hefitation, replied, 
^ I perfectly coincide with you, Mifs 
^ Trevor? — *-*that is exaii^fy what I 
^ meaiVwMtiJHe carries two faces ; » 
«' that is to fa y , a civil one to thofc 
" he is pleafed to think well of, and 
« a rough one to thofe he diflikes/* 
Conceiving he had now reconciled 
words that had before offended, he 
ftrutted about the room with a fort 
of inward triumph, and felf-congratu- 
lationj then, turning about, added, 

•^ Well, 



« Wcll^ LadieSj I'll not trefpafs upoit 
« you longer ; if you have any com^ 
cc mands to Lord Spangle, Lady 
<< Dnveit^ or the Mils Gadabouts, I 
«<(hall be proud to bear thenu I 
«lhall fee them all in niy way 
^homc." With this he took his 
leave, faying to himfelf, as he hurried 
out, ^ If I don't make hafte, the 
vnews wilt reach them before I DmU. 
i^bt able to tell in^'V 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV^ 



Tft AMBLEl)eing alone one mornings 
at his lodgings^ his chariot at the 
doQTj waiting to take him out, received 
an unexpeded viJBit finomlQangle, whom 
he had not feen, fincc 'Spatter had ac- 
quainted lum with his adventures at 
Mils Trevor's. «< You area happjr dog, 
«* Dai^le, (&id he) I quite envy you. 
^ Carefled by the mco^ admired by the 

women 2 
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** women, and admitted tofucb tetc-a- 
*'tetes as I would give my cars to 
"enjoy!" 

" What was you doing the other 
'» night, at Lady Dalhit's? Report 
*' fays you ipra»-fcr wrtrat the parlour- 
" window, at day-break.** — <* My life 
<'for it, (fays Dangle) that's one of 
" Spatter's lies; he's the grqateft liar 
" in all Weftminfter, and fo ufed to 
** lying, that he is, furprifcd when he 
" catches himfdf at. fpeaking truth. 
** What he know§ of this jbufinefs he 
'* had fron^ me, he can impr&ve ^,^Qxy 
''as well as any map."-j-" Kndi/pread 
*' it top Yreturried Ramble).: ^ he caqie 
*« here fijU of it. ' ' 

'' I wifh 
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*' I wifti, (fays Dan^c) his evil gc- 
*' nius may not bring him into fomc 
*' fcrape one day or other. I i/vas there, 
" *tis true, and left the liouFc rather' 
*' late; nearer one^ I believe, than 
*' twelve." 

'' Nay, it has got about. Dangle, that 
*' you vf2iSunpowdered, and in de/babiUe.'* 
" That is carrying the joke too far, (re- 
*' torts Dangle) They may fay what they 
*' pleafe of me ; but I cannot fuffer Mifs 
" Trevor's charadlerto be trifled with.— 
" I fee, then, (replied Ramble) you can 
*' be nettled."—'* Emily's a lovely girt, 
'* (adds Dangle) the objevH: of my ido- 
*' latry ; and I would cut any man's 
y throat that dare traduce her. I wifli, 

[' Ramble^ 
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^<Ramble» you would fpeak a good 
•* word for me there; — Ihe has the 
** hi^eft opinion ofym ; for^ with all 
•* my effrontery, damme, if I have aC- 
'< furance enough to tell her how much 
«* I love her,"-- '^ And you wifh me to 
•* do it for you, (faid Ramble)j? You had 
«* better not traft me. I have a parti- 
*• ality for Mifs Trevor, myfelf, and, 
<* of courfe, Ihall he a poor advocate 
** for another. What would you lay, 
" now, if I was to rival you?*' — ** You 
** have too much honour, (anfwered he) 
« for that.* * — «* Egad, honour's but a 
•' feeble reftraiiit, (obfervcd Ramble) 
^' where love takes the lead. However, 
** if it will be doing you a good c^ce, 
2 111 make a point of it,'*— Pleafed as 

^' Dangle 
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l>angle did not forget to caution the 
Colonel not to*' commit him. ** That 
•* pride of yours (fays Rairible) ever 
** (lands in your way. If I can 
*• bring . about the matter^ nevejf 
<5 mind the manner.*^ 

This bulintft was but juft fettled, 
when the fervant annoimced Mr. 
Rattle aiii Mr. Saunter.— Rattle was 
an adivc, noify fellow, a biick of 
die firft head^ and always awake: 
his friend Saunter was the reverfe, 
anindolent, laxy, yawning chap, ever 
a/leejpi fo indolent, that he coulji 
fcarce di;^g his legs after him. I can 
no ways account for fuch men aiIo« 
ciatihg together, except it is, that 
VoL.L. I the 
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the charaftcr of on^ muft be sd- 
wajpft fource of mirth to the other. 
«*^xiJ3W your carriage at the door 
(fays Rattle) and fhould not have 
** broke in upon you, but to beg 
*' your company to-morrow evening, 
" at the Shakefpear, where the Whig- 
«« club arc to meet, and you will 
♦^ probably be entertained;'* ** I am 
" a very moderate man (lays Ram- 
** ble) but have no objedion to 
«* go with you, if I find myfelf 
•«at liberty." ^* Why, where are 
** you bound to (replies Rattle ?)*' 
«« — To the houfe (anfwered Ram- 
•' ble) of a fine woman,'* — " By all 
« that's great (added Rattle) had 
yo\^ been with me, the other night, 

'' at 
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« at Covent- Garden, you'd have 
^* been charmed, with a girl that 
*' lat in the box before me! — Such 
*' eyes ! — Such a countenance!—— 
^* Such a figure ! — I never faw her 
^* equal. I could not find out who 
•« ihe 'was. — Saunter was there, but 
^' half afleep, as he always is, and loft 
** the feeinjg of what perhaps he'll 
** never meet with again,** «* My good 
^' friend (replied Saunter — yawning] 
*^ the play-hoiife is the only place 
*' where one can doze in your com- 
**pany; for your damn'd rattle^ 
•* whenever it is fet a-going, is 
<* enough to roufe a whole neigh- 
« hood:" ^'What,fleepinaplay.houfe^l 
<' C%s Ramble) I fliould think, Ned, 
la *♦ that 



m 
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/^that the amufeiaqits inhere vmAA 
'' keep you awake/^ ** That^ :(fay« 
^* Saunter) among oth^r ti]|ifngi> Js ft 
*' proof of your want of wq44<^-T-^a 
** man of Ton ever goes ta th^ THct- 
** atre, for the amuj(emexif s 9^ |:h%p 
«* Theatre. Do you im^ine a feiflir 
*' ble man, would open his ears xq 
" the whinings of a ftage, oy hi» 
•* eyes to its fopperies ? FprmierLj 
, •* there was fomethi^g. to bp heard 
^^znd/een; npw *tis all tricky frip- 
«* pery, and fing-fong. No^ no, Ram- 
«5 ble, a play-houfe now is the fincft 
" after-dinner lounge that can bcj^ 
"where a man may take a nap 
" without fear of h^ing diftivbed by 
*^ noify coxcombs^ ^fid, eternal bab- 
« biers/* «* Saunter> 
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<f Siunter^ (fiysf Rattle) is now amis* 

^ing to' be iatyrital; he's too lazy 

^ to talk himfelf, atnd too Iplenetic 

« to hear others tallc^— You'd bet- 

** ter be fileht (fays Rambte) — ^you'll 

'♦ ^ 

V ftand Ho chaiice widl Rattle,*-Ayc 

-' >^- 
^« Sauftter*tkciiieGoldtoefs advice^you 

** can ill bear fatigue, and talking is 

«« almofl: as troublefome to you as 

« thinking. — Come, you may as wcU 

*• go with me to the Riding-houfe.** 

« — ^Withall niy hearty retum'd Saun- 

" ter (yawning) ; for I have nothing 

^ to do/* 

«< Saunter ((ays Rattle addreflii^ 
himfelf to Ramble,) has a comfort- 
f«able time of ;t; his work is al- 

t< way« 
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'^ways done.; meet him when you 
«* will, he's at eyery man's, feryice^ 
•• for (yawning . and imitating Saun- 
•* ter's manner) ; he has nothing to 
** do.. — But we detain you Colonel — 
«* may the girl you are going: to fee 
« be a« kijind. to ;yo)Li lis yoiji wUh.!' 
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*« at Covent- Garden, you'd have 
^* been charmed, with a girl that 
^' lat in the box before mel — Sucb 
*' eyes ! — Sucb a countenance!—— 
^* Sucb a figure ! — I never faw her 
** equal. I could not find out who 
•« ihe 'was. — Saunter was there, but 
^' halFafleep, as he always is, and loft 
*• the feeing of what perhaps he'll 
** never meet with again,'* «* My good 
^' friend (replied Saunter — yawning] 
*^'the play-hoiife is the only place 
*' where one can doze in your com- 
^* pany; for your damned rattle^ 
•* whenever it is fet a-going, is 
<* enough to roufe a whole neigh- 
« hood:'* *'What, fleep in a play-houfe^l 
<* (fays Ramble) I fliould think, Ned, 
la ** that 



